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I strongly consider this

publication very important and

valuable with regard to the

functioning of the EWGEA.

first of all, I am honoured to inform you that the

Italian Court of Audit expressed willingness to join

the EUROSAI WGEA family, which now comprises

high qualified specialists from 44 European

countries. I would like to welcome the Italian SAI

and I am looking forward to fruitful cooperation

with the Italian Colleagues in the field of

environmental auditing.

Secondly, I would like to present the Newsletter

prepared by the Secretariat of the EUROSAI

Working Group on Environmental Auditing. I

strongly consider this publication very important

and valuable with regard to the functioning of the

EWGEA. I would also like to express my gratitude

for the input that the Members contributed to the

preparation process of this edition. In the current

issue you will find, among others, a summary of the

Group's activities undertaken last year, as well as

information on the events planned for 2021. 

Message from the
Chair 

I do believe that you may find it interesting,

particularly in relation to our future audit

projects.

The Newsletter also contains materials

prepared by representatives of Supreme

Audit Institutions that concern the ongoing

or planned environmental audits. Hopefully,

some of the described projects will inspire

other SAIs and support their audit planning

processes.

I would like to wish you a good read and
further success in your professional
undertakings!

    Marian Banaś
                President of the Supreme

   Audit Office of Poland 

Dear Colleagues,
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In light of the expected

continued COVID-19

restrictions, the Spring

Session will be organised

as a remote meeting in the

second half of April 2021.

The past year was special and particularly challenging for

obvious reasons, however the main goals related to the

EWGEA activities have been achieved. First of all, the

chairmanship of the Group was successfully taken over from

the National Audit Office of Estonia by the Supreme Audit

Office of Poland. The spring session in April, organized

under the chairmanship of the Estonian SAI, and the annual

meeting in September, hosted by SAI Poland, were held

remotely. Both sessions of the Steering Committee (in

March and September) were also organized online. The

composition of the EWGEA Steering Committee was

smoothly modified, with new members replacing those that

ended their term of office. The Group adopted its Strategic

Plan covering years 2020-2024, too. The Estonian SAI also

prepared the Group’s Newsletter I/2020. 

Currently, 12 members of the Group participate in a

cooperative audit on plastic waste, coordinated by the

Polish SAI. The publication of the joint report is scheduled

for the third quarter of 2021. Additionally, an idea for a new

cooperative audit also emerged. The UK National Audit

Office prepared initial assumptions of the project titled Key

risks and SAI unique selling points for environmental audit.

The project is expected to be developed in the near future.

Moreover, the European Court of Auditors and the National

Audit Office of Finland presented the EUROSAI Project

Group Preparing for future risks and climate crisis: Time for

audit to take a long-term view?.

The EWGEA Secretariat participated in the 20th INTOSAI

WGEA Assembly on 19-21 January 2021 Rethinking

circularity. Due to the request expressed by the host of this

remote meeting, the EWGEA Secretariat prepared a short

video including a report on the Group's recent activities. To

get some more information related to this interesting event

please visit INTOSAI WGEA website  https://wgea.org/

According to the results of the survey conducted by the
Secretariat among EWGEA Members, which focused on
the topics of this year’s annual meeting, the following
two were the most popular: green transition (in relation
to EU Green Deal and Recovery Funds) and waste
management. Based on the survey outcomes, after the
Steering Committee’s approval, the Secretariat
announces that the next Spring Session will be devoted
to waste management and the Annual Meeting will focus
on green transition.
In light of the expected continued COVID-19 restrictions,
the Spring Session will be organised as a remote
meeting in the second half of April 2021. The following
Annual Meeting will take place in September/October
and, if circumstances allow, the Polish SAI will be
honoured to welcome all EWGEA Members in Warsaw.
The next meeting of the Steering Committee will be held
online in the first half of March 2021. More detailed
information regarding the planned activities will be
distributed to EWGEA Members in the nearest future. 

Current Issues
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Austrian Court of
Audit
The Austrian Court of Audit is carrying out an audit

on the monitoring of water bodies. The public

authority´s tasks in this context include:

– the assessment, whether water users follow the

provisions laid down in the administrative decisions

on the usage of water, and

– the assessment of the hydromorphological,

ecological and chemical state of both surface and

ground water bodies.

The monitoring of water bodies is carried out by

the provincial governments both on a centralized

and a decentralized level. The audit will focus on

the availability of national and regional standards

related to monitoring, the internal and external

resources deployed, the organization and planning

of the activities, the cooperation between the

centralized and the decentralized levels, the results

obtained, their  documentation and the criminal

proceedings initiated via the monitoring. Two

Austrian provincial governments will be compared,

including all levels of monitoring activities.

The Belgian Court of Audit will examine the

measures taken in the Flemish region to

prevent possible damage caused by river

floods. These measures include the

assessment of the flood risk at a detailed

level and the design and implementation of

accompanying measures like spatial

planning, building regulations and permits.

The scope of the audit will not include the

development of protective infrastructures

like levees and floodplains.

The reasons for this audit task can be

clustered around the risks that

governmental policy might fail (due to

insufficient cooperation between public

actors, underestimating effects of climate

change on possible floods, …), the

relevance for the society (quality of life of

citizens, thrust in institutions, …) and the

budgetary impact (mainly indirect for this

audit).

It is expected that the assessment of the

flood risk is not optimal (too optimistic, too

arbitrary, …) and that accompanying

measures aren’t implemented to a full

extend.

International cooperation is

vital to keeping our globe safe,

commerce flowing, and our

planet habitable.

Angus Deaton 
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National Parks are the gold

standard for conservation.

Douglas Tompkins 

Bulgarian National
Audit Office

Performance audit on prevention of forest
wildfires.The forestry sector is a key pillar of
agricultural and environmental policy. Forests
and wooded areas, which occupy 42% of the
total area of   Cyprus, are of social and
economic importance (increasing employment
and improving the income of the rural
population, outdoor recreation and attracting
tourism). They are also gaining more and more
interest due to their contribution in the two
biggest environmental challenges of today's
society, tackling climate change and protecting
biodiversity. Forest wildfires are considered the
most significant threat for forests and wooded
areas in Cyprus.Based on the above, our Office
will examine if the preventive measures
implemented by the Forest Department are
appropriate, adequate and effective so that the
risk of wildfires is minimized, and if these are
applied in the most economic and efficient
manner.

Vitosha Park is the first national park in Bulgaria, that
was created 85 years ago. In 2000, it was re-
categorized into Nature Park and ceased to be an
exclusive state property. This led to restoration of
property and use of land on the park territory. 
The territory of the park includes two areas protected
under EU directives. There are also two reserves. Due
to its proximity to the city of Sofia (capital of
Bulgaria), Vitosha is the most visited park and
experiences a strong anthropogenic impact.          
The law requires the park management plan to be
updated every ten years. After the expiration of the
Vitosha Nature Park Management Plan 2005-2014, a
draft of an updated plan for the period 2015-2024
was developed and submitted in 2015 for approval.
Until 30.11.2020, there is no decision for its adoption.
The lack of an endorsed plan creates a high risk for
the effective and transparent park management,
which is why the BNAO Audit Programme for 2021
includes an audit on the topic: Effectiveness of the
Vitosha Nature Park Management.
The scope of the audit will include the actions of the
bodies responsible for effective management of
Vitosha Nature Park for the period 2015-2020. 
The expectations are to find out the reasons for the
lack of an adopted updated management plan, as
well as to assess how the park has been managed in
these conditions.        

EUROSAI WGEA Newsletter
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State Audit Office of the Republic of Croatia just
started a performance audit on the municipal
waste management. The audit will be carried in
2021. 
Reasons for undertaking a given audit are that the
waste management goals stated in the Waste
Management Strategy and the Waste Management
Plan are not fully achieved within the prescribed
deadlines. Although the annual rates are gradually
increasing, it is likely that the objectives will not be
met by the prescribed deadlines, which is not in line
with the EU legislation. The annual rate of separate
collection of municipal waste within the public
service is still not satisfactory. Most waste is still
disposed of in landfills, which is the least
appropriate according to the established order of
priority in waste management. Irregularities and
omissions in the implementation of separate waste
collection were also identified in the audit of waste
management efficiency in the Republic of Croatia
which was conducted in 2014. During that audit it
was found that local units did not regularly submit
reports to the Ministry on the implementation of
waste management plans, the waste data on local
and regional level was not complete and of high
quality, there was insufficient cooperation between
the bodies in charge of the waste management
system and insufficient education of citizens.

State Audit Office of
Croatia

The subject of the performance audit will be the
activities of the bodies responsible for the
establishment of the efficient municipal waste
management at the state level, the achievement of
strategic and planning goals in municipal waste
management, and the activities of companies owned
by local self-government units in connection with
municipal waste management. The objectives of the
audit are to check the establishment of a legal and
strategic framework for efficient municipal waste
management, assess the achievement of strategic
and planning goals of municipal waste management,
check the establishment of adequate and
transparent financing of the municipal waste
management system that would encourage all
participants to increase the amount of separately
collected municipal waste, assess the establishment
of effective collection and monitoring of data on
municipal waste, assess the establishment of
effective supervision over municipal waste
management and to check the implementation of
educational and informative activities of citizens in
the field of municipal waste management and the
transparency and public availability of data on
municipal waste. The auditees will be the Ministry of
the Economy and Sustainable Development, the
Fund for Environmental Protection and Energy
Efficiency, and companies owned by local self-
government units that are determined as a public
service provider, in connection with municipal waste
management.
Our expectations regarding this audit are to give the
auditees recommendations for the improvement of
the municipal waste management system, for
undertaking activities for the purpose of achieving
the planned goals in municipal waste management.

Plastic waste is undeniably a big issue,

and Europeans need to act together to

tackle this problem because plastic

waste ends up in our air, our soil, our

oceans, and in our food.

Frans Timmermans 
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State and EU funds earmarked for the implementation of
waste management measures Czech Republic Supreme
Audit Office plans to carry out the Audit focus on waste
management since the March of 2021 and the objective
of this Audit will be to check whether the funds
earmarked for the implementation of measures in the
field of waste management have contributed to the
realization of the set objectives and whether they have
been provided and drawn in accordance with legal
regulations.
Subjects of the Audit will be the Ministry of Environment,
State Environmental Fund, and chosen recipients of
funds.
The Czech SAO assessed risks and challenges in this field
as:
·Increasing of waste production; 
·(un)preparedness waste management strategy and
legislative for the transition to a circular economy; 
·high percentage of landfilling of the waste; 
·reporting statistical data; 
·and the last but not least using funds mainly from
Operational Programme Environment.

Supreme Audit Office
of the Czech Republic State subsidies that undermine environmental

objectives (2021)

The aim of the audit is to clarify what the governmental
institutions (especially Ministry of Finance and Ministry of
the Environment) have done to identify and eliminate
potentially environmentally harmful subsidies (defined as
on-budget and off-budget subsidies which have negative
effect to the environment) and what are the main
obstacles to do that. Elimination and reforming of
environmentally harmful subsidies (especially related to
fossil fuel subsidies) is an objective and recommendation
in many international strategic documents (e. g SDG 12.c,
8th European Environmental Action Programme, European
Green Deal). Using subsidies is a powerful tool for the
government to achieve its social, economic, financial
(also environmental) objectives, but these subsidies should
not undermine achieving environmental objectives.
Moreover, subsidies impose considerable burden to the
state budget. Therefore, it is important to audit
government’s activities in relation to that and make
recommendations, if possible, for improving the structure
of different subsidies in favour of the environment and
climate.
Forest management in protected areas (2021)

The aim of the audit is to assess whether it is ensured that
ecologically valuable forests are protected in Estonia.  In
recent years there have been huge discussions among
different interest groups and in media questioning the
sustainability of Estonian forests. From one side the
forest-based industry, the Ministry of the Environment and
forestry scientists are of the opinion that today's logging
volumes and methods do not damage the forest
ecosystem, neither in forests without nature conservation
restrictions, nor in he protected areas, and therefore
there is no reason to change existing forest management
practices. From the other side, ecologists, nature
conservation organizations and interest groups find that
recent forest management practices, including in
restricted zones, have led to a situation where the forest
ecosystem is losing its functionality, e.g. habitats are
deteriorating, forest birds are disappearing (40% of
number reduced), recreational areas are affected. In this
heated debate NAOE would like to clarify what is the
status of forests in the protected areas, how these forests
are managed and weather the governance of forests
ensures protection of forest habitats.
For further information please contact Ms Airi Andresson,
airi.andresson@riigikontroll.ee 

Elimination and reforming of

environmentally harmful subsidies

(especially related to fossil fuel

subsidies) is an objective and

recommendation in many international

strategic documents...
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Is carbon pricing working?
In 2021 Germany is launching its own emission trading
system by putting a price on fuel suppliers. However, ‘real’
trading is not foreseen to start until 2026. Until then the
carbon price is fixed, starting at 25 Euro per ton in 2021,
increasing to 55 Euro per ton in 2025. The German SAI
has started an audit into the scheme to find out whether
it meets its expectations.
Putting a price on carbon has been hailed by
Governments and scholars alike as an effective and cost-
efficient instrument to help reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Following the ‘polluter pays’ principle carbon
pricing aims to attach the so-called external costs of
greenhouse gas emissions to the emission source. Under
carbon pricing schemes the emission of greenhouse
gases is no longer ‘cost-free’ but must be factored in.
Systems can vary from carbon tax schemes to emissions
trading systems, a combination of both, or crediting
mechanisms.
Emission trading systems have been acclaimed for their
marketability. Emission allowances are auctioned and
traded (usually) reaching a market price. Emitters can
choose whether to buy allowances or invest into
abatement technologies. As allowances are reduced over
time allowance prices are bound to rise, ultimately
encouraging emitters to move away from fossil fuels.
The EU’s Emission Trading System (ETS) is the world’s
largest carbon pricing system and has been the EU’s key
tool for reducing greenhouse gas emissions for the past
15 years. During this period emissions from installations
covered by the ETS declined by about 35 %. However,
while reductions in the power sector have been
substantial, industry has only seen minor overall
reductions.

German Supreme
Audit Institution

The ETS currently covers around 40 % of the EU’s
domestic greenhouse gas emissions. The remaining 60 %
must be dealt with by Member States individually. They
must implement their own national mitigation measures in
the so-called non-ETS sectors like heat and road
transport in order to fulfill their national reduction
obligations within the European framework.
The German Government has high hopes for its national
emission trading system to help it meet its emission
targets by 2030 and become greenhouse gas neutral by
2050. Not only is the system expected to impact
significantly on the so far poorly performing sectors of
heat and road transport in terms of their sectoral emission
achievements. The new mechanism is also expected to
generate substantial revenues to the State budget of
around 40 bn Euro during the next four years.
The German SAI has recently started an audit to assess
whether these expectations are justified. It will not only
look into the start of phase 4 of the ETS with particular
focus on free allocations of allowances and combating
carbon leakage. The audit will also scrutinize the newly
established national emission trading system and its
contribution to Germany’s national emission targets. In
the light of the European Green Deal and the raised
ambitions to reduce net domestic greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030 by 55 % compared to 1990 the pressure
on functioning emission trading schemes has increased.

Is carbon pricing working?

EUROSAI WGEA Newsletter



Audit of measures pertaining to eco-conscious planning
and energy labelling the objective of the audit: to
evaluate the regulatory and institutional environment
related to eco-conscious planning and energy labelling
and to audit the market supervision and consumer
protection activity related to the same, as well as to
examine the definition of the goals pertaining to the
reduction of final energy consumption, the establishment
of the related monitoring system and the monitoring of
the achievement of the goals set. 
The aim of the performance audit is to examine whether
the regulatory and institutional environment related to
eco-conscious planning and energy labelling, the related
market supervision and consumer protection activity
contributed to the achievement of the goals pertaining to
the reduction of energy consumption efficiently, and to
examine the satisfaction and energy awareness of
consumers provided by the energy labels with the method
of evaluation.
The audit of waste management The objective
of the audit: to assess whether the establishment and
operation of the regulatory and organizational system of
waste management ensures the appropriate and
effective performance of the public duty.

State Audit Office of
Hungary

...to assess whether the

establishment and operation

of the regulatory and

organizational system of

waste management ensures

the appropriate and

effective performance of the

public duty.

Justification of the audit and expected results: According
to the Fundamental Law, Hungary acknowledges and
endorses the right of everyone to a healthy environment.
Agenda 2030, a new, integrated framework for
sustainable development, adopted in September 2015 by
193 UN Member States, defines, amongst others, goals for
the protection of the ecosystems of the Earth. Waste
management plays a key role in protecting the quality of
our environment and our natural resources, it directly
affects every level of society. Increasing awareness of the
dangers posed by climate change results in growing
public interest in environmental issues.
The audit describes the status of waste management
systems, it may shed light on whether waste management
fulfils its legally prescribed role, whether its regularity
and organization ensure that public duties are performed
effectively and that goals are met, thus contributing to
reducing and properly treating waste, and to the
transformation thereof into a resource.
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Latvia is the only European

country where the

subterranean depths belong

to the landowner.

Peatland is one of the most valuable natural resources of
Latvia. Latvia holds 0.4% of the global peat reserves, and
Latvia has the seventh-highest share of peat bogs in the
world. 
Although peat is a mineral resource that regenerates, the
regeneration process is very slow and takes 400 years or
more. Therefore, the prudent use of this valuable resource
to support the country’s economic growth is crucial.
When using this resource, it is essential to strike a balance
between environmental protection requirements and the
development of the national economy. 
Latvia is the only European country where the
subterranean depths belong to the landowner. The state
owns more than half of Latvia’s peat resources, and the
Ministry of Agriculture has assigned the management
duties of the state-owned forestland in its possession,
which also contains various mineral resources (such as
peat, sand, gravel, etc.), to the state-owned joint stock
company “Latvijas valsts meži” (Latvia's State Forests).
During the audit carried out in 2019 the State Audit
Office of Latvia (SAO) found that the Ministry has no
future vision on the sustainable management of state-
owned mineral resources for the land occupying a huge
part of the territory of Latvia.

Lack of future vision on

sustainable management of state-owned

mineral resources

State Audit Office of
Latvia

Contracts with private companies about extraction of
mineral resources were signed in the 1990s following the
laws and regulations as well as the understanding of the
value of natural resources and national property of that
time. There was very slow pace of regulatory change
regarding the mining fee as well as the managing
company JSC “Latvijas valsts meži” began the indexation
of peat extraction rent only in 2018, that is, three years
later than it was required by law.
The audit also found that the Ministry does not have
reliable information on the fair value, extracted amounts,
and actual balances of the mineral resources in its
possession, thus not complying with the requirements
of laws regulating accounting. Without identifying the fair
value of the mineral resources, determination of the
highest possible price for the mineral resources to be
extracted is impossible.
As a result of the audit, SAO recommended the Ministry to
develop a plan for sustainable management of mineral
resources and to evaluate the return on assets and
economic viability of mineral resources regularly.

English summary of the audit report is available at
https://lrvk.gov.lv/en/audit-summaries/audit-
summaries/how-the-ministry-of-agriculture-manages-
national-property-mineral-resources 
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NAO Malta is planning to start an audit on Air Quality

during the last quarter of 2021. The National Strategy for

the Environment for 2050 outlines three main issues that

are affecting air quality. Firstly, Malta has high levels of

ground-level ozone, especially in rural areas. Secondly,

there is high levels of PM10 which can be inhaled and

induce adverse health effects. Thirdly, due to the current

transport infrastructure, there are high levels of nitrogen

dioxide in traffic-prone areas. During the COVID-19

pandemic it was noted that air quality in Malta improved

as many employees shifted to telework and for a period

of time, schools were closed.

Expected findings are that the attainment of better air

quality is dependent on changes in the transport and

spatial planning sectors. However, as the implementation

of the transport policy is fragmented and spatial planning

is not always aligned to the former, the maximum

potential of initiatives is not being reaped. Moreover, as

improvement in air quality requires a cultural change,

balancing environmental, social and economic concerns

may prove to be a complex endeavour.

Note on some environmental issues that would be

welcome to be addressed in 2021-2022. Reasons for the

audit and expectations. With the Government reform

initiated in 2016, the Ministry of Environment was

absorbed by the Ministry of Agriculture. The unsatisfactory

part of the merger is that the Ministry of Environment

protects natural resources, while that of agriculture is

dependent on these resources and has a negative impact

on them. Thus, these two areas - environment and

agriculture - are incompatible to be regulated by the

same institution, as they are in direct conflict of interest.

In the opinion of several NGOs, declarants - supporters of

the environment, after this merger, the environment has

lost its importance. This situation generates a lack of

interest from decision makers in modernizing and

developing the monitoring system in the field of

environment, in order to ensure its quality.

The ministry's reforms have also led to massive

reorganizations in environmental institutions, which so far

are facing difficulties in allocating responsibilities and

assuming responsibilities, including monitoring the quality

of the environment. 

The audit aims to identify existing deficiencies and

inconsistencies, which impede proper monitoring of

environmental areas and lead to poor cooperation

between the authorities involved, and to make relevant

recommendations to address the weaknesses of the

environmental quality monitoring system. Given that the

environment is an essential part of the UN Global

objectives, the results of the performance audit will be in

the sights of Parliament, Government and NGOs, but not

least of the citizens who represent the parties directly

interested in improving the quality of the environment in

Moldova. Thus, a potential audit topic could be

"Monitoring the quality of environmental components".

Court of Accounts
of Republic of

Moldova 

National Audit Office of
Malta
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To meet the national and international climate goals, the

central government is committed to sustainable,

underground energy applications. This is done in the form

of deep geothermal energy (DGE) and shallow

geothermal energy / soil energy (SGE) These systems

have to be fitted into a busy surface where different

interests compete for space. Underground energy

applications pose a risk to groundwater and drinking

water quality. In the first place, the clay layers that

protect drinking water from contamination are

penetrated; and in the second place contaminated fluids

may leak from the installation. In 2017, the State

Supervision of Mines established that there is a risk of

leakage at all geothermal installations in the Netherlands.

The Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate

concluded in 2018 that many companies do not adhere to

environmental regulations when constructing soil energy

systems.

Why is the Netherlands Court of Audit  investigating this?

Research into underground energy affects one of the

most important facilities in the Netherlands: our drinking

water. Citizens must be able to trust that the government

will ensure sustainable drinking water supplies. This is also

regulated in the Drinking Water Act. The current cabinet

is focusing on underground energy as a replacement for

heating with gas. The pace is high, a lot of money is

involved and many ministries are involved.

Netherlands Court of
Audit

Deep geothermal energy and drinking water (DGE);

Shallow geothermal energy / soil energy (heat and

cold systems) and drinking water (SGE).

What are the audit questions?

The main audit question that we want to answer with this

research is: "In the design and implementation of policy

for underground energy applications (DGE and SGE), is

the central government effective in protecting

underground (drinking) water supplies (= existing sources

and strategic stocks)?"

Current situation Initially we aimed to combine SGE and

DGE systems into a broader audit, but after we

understood that these two systems have a different

context (both in terms of the technique and the legislative

bodies) we decided to split up the subject into separate

audits. The quality of drinking water in the Netherlands –

of which 60% comes from groundwater – is  among the

best in the world. Thus, the protection of groundwater

resources is important in the densely populated

Netherlands. 

The audit is divided into 2 separate audits:

1.

2.

We started in 2019 with the first part of the performance

audit on DGE systems and the  protection of fresh water

sources, expected publication of the final in June 2021. 

In 2021, we will start with the second part of this

performance audit regarding shallow geothermal

energy (SGE) systems / soil energy and the protection of

drinking water /groundwater resources.

Research into underground

energy affects one of the

most important facilities in

the Netherlands: our

drinking water
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The Office of the Auditor General in Norway is currently

conducting a performance audit on Climate Change

Adaptation. The current projection for climate change

shows that Norway will experience more frequent and

severe weather conditions, such as heavy rainstorms and

flooding. The municipalities in Norway are in the front line

of dealing with the impact of climate change. The audit

therefore looks at how the municipalities use established

frameworks and measures for emergency preparedness

and planning to mitigate the impact of climate change

on infrastructure and buildings. The audit also looks at

how transportation authorities through construction and

maintenance ensure that roads, railroads and harbors are

adapted to future climate changes. Our plan is to present

the report to the Storting (Norwegian Parliament) during

the autumn of 2021.

The Office of the
Auditor General
of Norway

All of this is evidence that

human exploitation of the

planet is reaching a critical

limit.

Stephen Hawking

Romanian Court of
Accounts
The main reason for conducting the performance audit

mission is the general interest in the impact of climate

change on agriculture and the need to mitigate it.

Romanian agriculture is one of the factors contributing to

the general greenhouse gas emissions and the risk of floods

caused mainly by the decrease of forested areas and the

lack of forest curtains in agricultural areas is a factor to

consider.

The main objective of the audit mission is to evaluate the

performance of the measures adopted by the audited

entities to reduce the negative impact of climate change

on national agriculture.

Expected impact:

v  Identification, analysis and assessment of vulnerabilities

and risks in order to develop programs ofmeasures to

increase performance;

v  Development, promotion and adoption of a

comprehensive legislative package for the implementation

of these programs;

v  Implementation or improvement of procedures and

strategies specific to Environment and Agriculture.

Audited period : 2014-2020

Allocated time: October 18, 2021 - March 31, 2022.
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We won't have a society if

we destroy the environment.

Margaret Mead

Supreme Audit Office
of the Slovak Republic

EUROSAI WGEA Newsletter

Supreme Audit Office of
Poland 

In 2021 the Supreme Audit Office of Poland is going to

conduct audits concerning the financial dimension of the

Clean Air programme and the management of the Forest

Fund. Air pollution in Poland is caused, among others, by

fumes emitted by solid fuel boilers and stoves in

households. The Clean Air initiative is a nationwide

programme addressed at owners and co-owners of

single-family houses, which offers subsidies for the

replacement of heating sources and works related to

thermos-modernisation. The main objective of the audit is

to answer the question – Do the conditions related to the

financing under the Clean Air programme, as well as the

programme’s operation and implementation by relevant

entities, enable to achieve its planned results? The other

2021 audit concerns the management of the Forest Fund

resources. State forests in Poland are managed by the

State Forests National Forest Holding and some activities

are financed by the Holding from the Forest Fund.

Management of forest resources is directly related to

climate protection, and therefore it is important to assess,

whether the administration of the Forest Fund was

correct.

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAI Slovakia plans to carry out performance/

compliance audit of Slovak Environmental Fund (EF).

Main motivation for the audit is to identify reasons,

why EF does not spent entire financial volume

available, originate from the past years revenue to

finance the actual measures of state environmental

policies. The EF revenue is generated by environmental

levies, fines and CO2 ETS. SAO SK consider as

inevitable to spend such financial means exclusively

for measures focused on environmental improvements.

EF total volume is around 800 000 000 EUR, annual EF

spending last years were only something about 100

000 000 EUR.



Contact to EUROSAI WGEA Secretariat 
Supreme Audit Office of Poland

Filtrowa 57, 02-056 Warsaw 
Phone: +48 22 444 5162

E-mail: eurosaiwgea@nik.gov.pl  
www.eurosaiwgea.org
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