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NEWSLETTER 2/2017 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

 

 

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

We are approaching the end of 

2017 and it is once again time to 

reflect on what has been done 

and look ahead to the coming 

year.  

It has been a busy year for the 

EUROSAI WGEA community; we have discussed water 

issues at spring session in Slovenia, held training on data 

and analysis in environmental audit, as well as an annual 

meeting focussing on land use and greening the SAIs, in 

Albania.  

Furthermore, the 15th Annual Meeting in Albania virtually 

marked the beginning of a new working period for the 

EUROSAI WGEA. The two main strategic goals of the 

working group – supporting cooperation and facilitating 

experience sharing – are fulfilled by organising thematic 

seminars, conducting cooperative audits, and other 

cooperative projects, such as the Massive Open Online 

Course (MOOC) on Auditing Water Issues that the WGEA 

members are currently developing.  

Next year, a special focus will fall on auditing climate 

change – a topic that is largely interconnected with various 

policy areas. In this Newsletter, there is a special feature 

story on climate change by Mr Olivier Prigent of the 

European Court of Auditors. The article is based on the 

landscape review on EU action on energy and climate 

change and well explains the European Union’s current 

directions in terms of energy and climate related policy 

goals, as well as gives a brief overview of the 

corresponding audit work done by European SAIs. 

I trust this serves as a good introduction to next year, 

where climate change will be the central topic for the 

EUROSAI WGEA training day, as well as annual meeting. 

Furthermore, you may naturally find several articles by 

EUROSAI WGEA members on recently conducted 

environmental audits. 

I hope you enjoy the reading and wish you all the best for 

the year-end! 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Alar Karis 

Auditor General of Estonia 

Chair of EUROSAI WGEA 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Spring Session on Environmental Governance 

The central topic of the next spring session will be 

environmental governance. As an immensely broad issue, 

also closely related with sustainable development, it is 

something that auditors come across in nearly all audits. In 

the spring session, the aim is to cover the topic from 

different perspectives.   

The spring session on environmental governance will be 

held in Helsinki, Finland from 26 to 27 April 2018. The 

invitation will be sent to all EUROSAI WGEA members by 

mid-February. 

 

Training Seminar on Auditing Climate Change 

The next training seminar, held one day prior to the annual 

meeting, will focus on auditing climate change issues. The 

training seminar will be held on 25 September 2018 in 

Bratislava, Slovakia. 

 

16th EUROSAI WGEA Annual Meeting 

The 16th Annual Meeting of the Working Group will be held 

from 26 to 28 September 2018 in Bratislava, Slovakia. As 

usually, there will be two central topics, namely climate 

change and increasing the impact of environmental audits. 

The first day of the annual meeting and the preceding 

training seminar will focus on the same central topic. 

Whereas climate change has plentiful different aspects, 

such format will allow a more thorough approach to the 

issue. 

 

 

FOCUS ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

EU Action on Energy and Climate Change: A 

Landscape Review 

By Olivier Prigent, MBA, MEng, CGAP 

Head of Task 

European Court of Auditors 

The European Court of Auditors is the independent external 

auditor of the European Union 

The European Court of Auditors mission is to contribute to 

improving EU financial management, promote 

accountability and transparency, and act as 

the independent guardian of the financial interests of the 

citizens of the Union. The ECA checks whether EU funds 

are correctly accounted for, are raised and spent in 

accordance with the relevant rules and regulations and 

have achieved value for money. 

The European Court of Auditors published in September 

2017 a landscape review on EU action on energy and 

climate change. This is the third landscape review of the 

Court. 

What are ECA landscape reviews? 

ECA Landscape reviews “consider broad themes on the 

basis of the Court’s research and accumulated knowledge 

and experience [and] serve as an important basis for 

consultation and dialogue with the ECA’s stakeholders and 

for future audit work of the ECA. They enable the Court to 

submit observations on matters which are not necessarily 

susceptible to audit per se but are nonetheless important 

for public accountability and the ECA’s audit mission”. 

Therefore, this work is not an audit: it is a review largely 

based on publicly available information. It is not based on 

any new audit work and does not present any new audit 

findings or recommendations. 

This landscape review aims to provide an overview of EU 

action; summarise key audit work by the European Court 

of Auditors and EU national audit institutions; and identify 

the main challenges, in order to inform both the legislative 

debate and future audit work.  
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How did we do it? 

Given the large scope of the landscape review, we set up a 

team of 17 auditors, across four chambers of the Court. An 

external expert in energy and climate-change economics 

also provided support. 

First, we needed to fully understand more than 60 EU 

legal, policy and financial instruments. The auditors 

analysed the relevant pieces of EU legislation, strategies, 

impact assessments, evaluations and studies and, where 

appropriate, published academic research and relevant 

case law. Then they summarised the relevant policy 

framework as “policy briefs” which fed our knowledge 

management database. Some of this work has already 

inspired audit proposals for our audit work programme. 

Second, we visited three Member States (Germany, Spain 

and Poland) and several key institutions or organisations, 

such as the European Commission, the European 

Environmental Agency (EEA), the Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the 

Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

Third, we collected over more than 650 performance audit 

reports dealing with energy, climate policy and 

investments related to mitigation and adaptation 

published since 2010 by SAIs of the EU Member States and 

the ECA (EU SAIs). We selected the 269 most relevant 

reports, published in the last five years, for in-depth 

reading. These included 41 of our own performance 

reports. We also surveyed the SAIs of the EU Member 

States about what they have audited and on the 

challenges they face. All 28 SAIs responded. In addition, we 

briefed the EU Contact committee of SAIs on the progress 

of the landscape review at its meeting on 20 October 2016 

and organised a seminar in January 2017: We discussed 

with auditors from 19 EU and EEA SAIs the challenges 

auditors face in auditing energy and climate and identified 

potential opportunities for the audit profession in this 

field. 

What is the EU doing? 

Energy and climate change are closely interlinked since 

energy production from fossil fuels and energy use by 

transport, industry, households and agriculture jointly 

account for 79% of EU greenhouse gas emissions (see Figure 

1). In the energy field, an important part of EU action is the 

establishment of an internal market to allow the free flow 

and borderless trade of gas and electricity across the EU. 

On climate change, most EU action is focused on reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions. The EU has set targets to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 20% and 40% 

respectively for 2020 and 2030. By 2050, the EU intends to 

reduce EU greenhouse gas emissions by between 80% and 

95% compared to 1990. The EU’s 2030 and 2050 emissions 

reduction targets and objectives will not be achieved 

without significant additional efforts and all economic 

sectors will need to contribute. To achieve the 2030 

targets, annual emission reduction efforts will need to 

increase by half in the next decade. The most significant 

change, though, will be required beyond 2030, when the 

emission reduction rate will need to outpace historic levels 

by three to four times in order to achieve the 2050 

objective.  

But even if efforts to cut greenhouse gas emissions are 

successful and the objective of the Paris Agreement – 

keeping the global temperature rise since the pre-

industrial era below 2°C – is achieved, adaptation to a 

changing climate is necessary. This 2°C increase scenario is 

a global average: even if it is achieved, temperatures will 

increase by far more than 2°C in certain regions.  

Figure 1. 2015 EU greenhouse gas emissions by source 

Source: European Environment Agency, EEA 

greenhouse gas – data viewer, 2017.  

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
http://www.eea.europa.eu/
http://www.oecd.org/environment/cc/?_sm_au_=iRVLMkZSVwSZLst5
http://www.oecd.org/environment/cc/?_sm_au_=iRVLMkZSVwSZLst5
http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/items/6036.php
http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/items/6036.php


www.eurosaiwgea.org           4 

 

  

 

By 2071 to 2100, summer temperatures could increase by 

an average of 3 to 4°C in most of Spain and in northern 

Scandinavia, compared with 1961 to 1990 temperatures 

(see Figure 2), while summer precipitation levels could 

decrease by more than 50% on much of the EU’s 

Mediterranean coast. 

The 2013 EU Adaptation Strategy encourages Member 

States to take action; but it does not make action 

mandatory. 

What are auditors doing? 

Our analysis of 269 EU SAI audit reports shows that EU 

SAIs, have in recent years audited a wide field of different 

topics on energy and climate change. EU SAIs produced, 

on average, about two audits per year related to energy 

and climate change. 

 In the energy field, despite the rapid growth in 

renewables and decline in their costs globally, audits have 

found a lack of cost-effectiveness and obstacles to 

investments. Cost-effectiveness has regularly been 

identified as an issue in energy efficiency audits. In the 

field of nuclear energy, audits have found significant cost 

increases and delays. Audits have also shown that the shift 

to low-carbon transport is not taking place sufficiently. In 

the area of adapting to climate change, audits have 

focused mainly on flooding. Here, auditors found issues in 

flood prevention, protection and response.  

 

Some key areas have, so far, seen limited audit work, such 

as adaptation to climate change, EU and national 

greenhouse gas inventories, emissions from road transport 

and emissions from agriculture.  

The landscape review concludes by identifying seven main 

challenges: Energy and climate change governance; The 

energy transition; Planning for and tackling adaptation; 

Financing; Using research and innovation effectively; 

Evidence-based policy; and Involving EU citizens. 

 

For more information on the Landscape Review: Visit 

http://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=4

1824 

  

Figure 2. temperature change, in °C, for 2071-2100, 

compared with Summer 1961-1990  

Source: Adapted from Climate Impacts in Europe, the 

JRC PESETA II project, 2014. Data from Dosio and 

Paruolo 2011 and Dosio et al 2012 

Figure 3. Source: EU 

SAI reports (January 

2012 - March 2017) 

http://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=41824
http://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=41824
http://ftp.jrc.es/EURdoc/JRC87011.pdf
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NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

The Supreme Audit Institution of Albania 

organized the 15th meeting of the EUROSAI 

Working Group on Environmental Auditing 

By Alma Shehu, auditor,  Directorate of International 

Relations 

Albania 

On 17-20 October 2017, the Supreme Audit Institution of 

Albania, AL-SAI, organized the 15th meeting of the 

EUROSAI Working Group on Environmental Auditing 

(WGEA) in Tirana. The main topics of the activity were 

"Audit of Land Use and Development" and "How can data 

be used in environmental audits?” 

 

In the opening speech of the meeting, the Chairman of 

AL-SAI, Bujar Leskaj emphasized that: “Environmental 

audit is today a central activity in many of the Supreme 

Audit Institutions (SAIs) worldwide. From the performance 

data of the SAIs, about 90 audits are conducted annually 

in Europe. These audits have a significant impact on 

improving environmental management from many 

European governments and are directly related to the 

positive outcomes achieved in environmental protection 

and biodiversity conservation.  

The Albanian SAI, despite the fact that  it’s a small 

auditing institution, in its way of modernizing audit 

activity and achieving the full implementation of the ISSAI 

Standards, as well as the fact that it is part of WGEA since 

2013, has carried out several important environmental 

audits in four years. 

About 25 works were presented in this activity; it was 

emphasized that land use includes management and 

modification of the natural environment, which affects 

the lives of people as well as fauna. The causes of land 

degradation are: increased demand for housing 

construction, infrastructure and buildings related to 

economy and industry; increased demand for land use for 

agricultural and bioenergy purposes. 

 

This meeting joined 75 representatives of 26 SAIs: 

European Court of Auditors and SAIs of Belgium, Bulgaria, 

Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 

Greece, Netherlands, Hungary, Indonesia, China, Kuwait, 

Latvia , Lithuania, Portugal, Macedonia, Malta, Cyprus, 

Slovenia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Albania, Switzerland 

and Ukraine.  

This working group is composed of 42 members and was 

created in 1999 at the IV Congress of EUROSAI. The 

purpose of this group is to promote a spirit of 

cooperation based on integrity, open communication and 

professionalism. This is to be achieved through the 

encouragement and support of professional cooperation 

and exchange and sharing of good experience among 

SAIs. 
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Audit on the protection of drinking water from 

groundwater collection areas: Inventory and 

decontamination of risk grounds in the Flemish 

Region 

Belgium 

The decontamination of all areas with a soil pollution that 

forms a serious threat (risk grounds) should have started 

by the year 2036. That is the goal of the Flemish 

government. In the minister’s opinion priority should be 

given to vulnerable areas, for example the safeguard zones 

of the groundwater collection areas for drinking water. Soil 

pollution can indeed affect the quality of groundwater. 

The Court of Audit examined how the Flemish government 

dealt with this problem. It compared the situation in the 

safeguard zones with the rest of Flanders.   

Drawing up of a risk ground inventory 

The municipalities are obliged to draw up an inventory of 

all the risk grounds on their territory by the end of 2017. 

They have to share their data with the OVAM, Flanders’ 

public waste agency. The examination by the Court of 

Audit showed that, after 20 years, this mapping finally 

leads to good results in the municipalities with a safeguard 

zone, but not yet in the other municipalities.  

Decontamination 

The Court of Audit concluded that the risk grounds in the 

safeguard zones are examined and that their 

decontamination is started up.  These actions are taken 

orderly and methodologically, under the auspices of the 

OVAM. This institution also developed a general plan for 

the treatment of risk grounds in the rest of Flanders. 

However, this plan is jeopardised by uncompleted 

municipalities’ inventories and a high demand of financial 

inputs. 

For further information, please contact Mr Christian Leflere 

at LeflereC@ccrek.be 

 

Environmental Police Missions of the Pollution 

Policy Enforcement Unit (URP) in the Walloon 

Region 

Belgium 

In 2006, the Walloon government created a Pollution 

Policy Enforcement Unit (URP) in order to investigate 

serious environmental infringements. Ten years later, the 

Court of Audit examines the outcome. 

The objective of the audit was to assess the efficiency of 

the unit in relation 

to its missions.  

The main audit question of this audit is: Does the Pollution 

Policy Enforcement Unit (URP) effectively fulfill its mission 

to investigate and prosecute serious environmental 

infringements? 

The audit highlighted two main findings:  

• Firstly, the activities of the URP fall within its 

scope of action. Nevertheless, 15% of the files 

could have been handled at the local level. 

• Secondly, an important part of the activities of 

the Pollution Policy Enforcement Unit (URP) does 

not deal with the fight against organized 

environmental crime but is limited to report on 

offenses the unit itself considers minor. 

The court identified four principal causes of these 

weaknesses:  

• The competence field of the unit is not precisely 

defined. For example, the criteria for establishing 

the seriousness of an offense are not established. 

• The strategic framework for the activities of the 

URP is incomplete. There are no action plans, 

targets or reporting systems. 

• The URP is understaffed in relation to the staff 

scheduled. 

• Some URP agents do not have the technical and 

scientific skills related to the mission of fighting 

serious environmental offenses. 

In conclusion, the Court identified a serious inconsistency 

between the unit’s objectives and its actions and 

formulates therefore several recommendations such as: 

mailto:LeflereC@ccrek.be
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• Clarify the concept of serious offenses to 

determine what falls within the scope of the unit. 

• Respect of the planned scheme regarding the 

number of employees and their technical and 

scientific skills. 

• Set objectives for each of the priority themes of 

the Unit. 

• Reflect on the relevance of the decentralization 

model. 

 

Has any EUROSAI member state recently carried 

out an audit concerning environmental issue? 

Czech Republic 

You can find out easily by searching in the database of 

audits on the EUROSAI website. At present you may find 

there 104 audits related to the topic of Environment & 

Natural Resources, 25 of those are in English and 12 out of 

the 104 audits were published in 2017. Overall, there are 

over 1350 audits in the EUROSAI database of audits.  

 

The EUROSAI database of audits was launched in 2015 

with the aim to gain and collect as many EUROSAI 

member states´ audits as possible. The database is freely 

accessible, you do not need to register, log in or create 

any password in order to search through it. The database 

includes audits from 28 member states and the European 

Court of Auditors. You can find a range of materials in the 

database, also in a number of languages. There are five 

types of materials: annual reports, audit reports, joint 

reports, press releases, summaries and 24 languages 

represented in the database. You can specify your search 

in the “Search for text“ box, as well as, by using available 

filters, type of audit, type of performance and others.  

If you find an interesting audit or topic but it is not 

available in a language you do not master, do not hesitate 

to contact the relevant SAI because each audit is 

accompanied by contact information. If you have any 

questions concerning the EUROSAI database of audits, 

please contact the Czech Supreme Audit Office at this e-

mail address: eurosaisg1@nku.cz. 

 

Danish energy efficiency obligation scheme  

Denmark 

On September 2017 Rigsrevisionen published a report on 

the Danish energy efficiency obligation scheme (EEO). 

Following Article 7 in the EU-directive 2012/27/EU on 

energy efficiency all member states must set up an EEO or 

alternatively take other policy measures to achieve energy 

savings among final energy consumers. 

Our report is about the effort made by the Danish Ministry 

of Energy, Utility and Climate to promote cost-effective 

energy savings within the EEO. The EEO defines the 

requirements and rules that determine how the Danish 

energy distributors should achieve the energy savings. The 

ministry is responsible for ensuring that the energy savings 

reported by the energy distributors meet the rules of the 

EEO and have been implemented as cost effectively as 

possible.  

The purpose of our study was to assess whether the 

Ministry of Energy, Utility and Climate has ensured that 

the EEO promotes cost-effective energy savings. The 

report answers the following questions:  

• Has the Ministry of Energy, Utility and Climate 

adequately ensured that reported energy savings 

are in accordance with the provisions of the EEO? 

• Has the Ministry of Energy, Utility and Climate 

adequately ensured that the energy distributors 

achieve energy savings at the lowest possible 

costs?  

Our overall assessment is that the Ministry of Energy, 

Utility and Climate’s effort to ensure that the EEO 

promotes cost-effective energy savings has been 

unsatisfactory. 

• The Ministry of Energy, Utility and Climate has 

not adequately ensured that the reported energy 

mailto:eurosaisg1@nku.cz
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savings are in accordance with the provisions of 

the EEO.  

o First, the ministry’s annual random 

samples have generally been carried out 

on a very limited amount of the total 

reported energy savings in spite of the 

fact that the random sample revealed 

high and increasing error rates. Second, 

the ministry has failed to ensure that the 

energy distributors – in their reports – 

have deducted the energy savings that 

the ministry refused to accept based on 

the results of the sample checks. Third, 

the ministry has not adequately followed 

up on suspected abuse of the EEO. 

• The Ministry of Energy, Utility and Climate has 

not adequately ensured that the energy 

distributors achieve energy savings at the lowest 

possible costs.  

o The ministry has failed to monitor and 

ensure that the costs of the EEO were 

calculated by the energy distributors in 

accordance with the rules. This is 

particularly problematic because the 

EEO is based on a principle of financial 

self-sustainability, which means that all 

costs incurred by the energy distributors 

in connection with their energy-saving 

effort will be covered. This means that 

the energy distributors have no incentive 

to achieve energy savings at the lowest 

possible costs. 

The first chapter of the report is available at: 

http://uk.rigsrevisionen.dk/media/2104666/23-2016.pdf  

For further information please contact Mr. Jan Østergaard 

at joe@rigsrevisionen.dk  

 

Implementation of the Government's cleantech 

strategy 

Finland 

The National Audit Office of Finland (NAOF) recently 

conducted a performance audit on the Government 

Strategy to Promote Cleantech Business in Finland, which 

was presented in 2014. The global cleantech business is 

growing rapidly and the sector is one of the priority areas 

in Finland’s business policy. The strategic cleantech 

programme was carried out under the auspices of the 

Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment. The 

responsibility for the implementation was shared between 

several ministries.  

The aim of the audit was to determine whether the 

strategy has been consistently and thoroughly 

implemented and whether achieving cost-effectiveness 

has been a guiding principle in the implementation 

process. The cost-effectiveness of the strategy itself was 

not assessed in the audit. The audit is a part of the audit 

theme “State as the Promoter of Sustainable Solutions”. 

NAOF found that the implementation of the Government’s 

cleantech strategy was not planned or coordinated in a 

consistent or thorough manner. No implementation plan 

was prepared for the strategy. Furthermore, no resources 

were allocated to the ministries for the implementation 

process as the work was carried out by public officials as 

part of their regular duties and the funding came from the 

ministries’ own operating budgets. Moreover, the 

implementation of the strategy was not actively monitored 

and there was no review procedure that would have 

allowed effective steering of the process.  

Even though the ministries would have required support, 

especially for mutual cooperation, they have successfully 

carried out most of the measures that they have been 

responsible for under the strategy.  

The Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment has not 

prepared written guidelines on the implementation of the 

strategies. That is why NAOF recommends that the 

Ministry should prepare a written process guide as an 

implementation tool, which lays out the stages and tasks 

of the implementation process and how the relevant 

material should be documented. 

For further information, please contact (Mrs.) Katja 

Estlander at katja.estlander@vtv.fi or (Mr.) Markku 

Turtiainen at markku.turtiainen@vtv.fi 

 

http://uk.rigsrevisionen.dk/media/2104666/23-2016.pdf
mailto:joe@rigsrevisionen.dk
mailto:katja.estlander@vtv.fi
mailto:markku.turtiainen@vtv.fi
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Managing Natura 2000 areas  

Slovenia 

In October 2017, the SAI Slovenia published the audit 

report on managing Natura 2000 areas in Slovenia. 

Since more than 350 Natura 2000 areas are located in 

Slovenia, representing 37 percent of its territory and at the 

same time the largest share in the EU, Slovenia decided to 

preserve those areas in a unique way – through unified 

development of management measures and their 

integration into different sectoral plans.  

 

The audit revealed the following: 

• objectives and measures regarding the Natura 

2000 areas were defined by the Institute of the 

Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation and 

the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial 

Planning and adopted by the Government of the 

Republic of Slovenia; appointed were also the 

bodies responsible for the implementation of 

measures; 

• in order to fully integrate the measures into 

different sectoral plans and thus facilitate their 

implementation, the Ministry and the Institute 

became appropriately involved in sectoral 

planning (the fields of protected areas, forest 

management, water management, agriculture, 

and spatial planning), namely through issuing 

guidelines and appropriate assessment of plans; 

• certain exceptions were identified that increase 

the risk of not implementing the measures – if the 

sectoral plans were not prepared or adopted 

(water management), if the appropriate 

assessment was not carried out (water 

management), or in the case of voluntary 

measures (agriculture); 

• the SAI Slovenia identified the greatest potential 

for improvement in the field of monitoring the 

implementation of measures – the monitoring 

system for collecting data from different sectors 

is being set up, allowing the assessment of 

adequacy and sufficiency of the protection 

measures and efficient management of Natura 

2000 areas. 

Full report (in Slovene) available at: 

https://tinyurl.com/Nature2k 

Additional information available at: sloaud@rs-rs.si 

 

Managing Memorial Candles Waste  

Slovenia 

Slovenia is one of three EU member states with the largest 

share of memorial candles consumption per citizen. On 

average, in the last few years 6,400 thousand tonnes of 

memorial candles have been sold, respectively 8 memorial 

candles per each citizen. 

Used up memorial candles are classified as waste that 

must be treated in accordance with environmental 

requirements. In 2010, the Government of the Republic of 

Slovenia introduced a system of managing memorial 

candles waste. This system foresees the process where the 

memorial candles waste is as quickly as possible and in the 

largest possible volume removed from waste transfer 

stations and recycled separately. The Ministry of the 

Environment and Spatial Planning is responsible for setting 

up and for the implementation of the system.  

Within the system of managing memorial candles waste an 

average of 95.8 percent of memorial candles waste is 

recycled, therefore the system can be assessed as efficient 

and effective, provided that this average estimation is 

supported by reliable data from the Ministry. The data are 

namely gathered by the Ministry from different 

stakeholders included in the system, however, the data are 

not verified. 

https://tinyurl.com/Nature2k
mailto:sloaud@rs-rs.si
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Environmental tax is levied on producers, retailers and 

importers of memorial candles. Regardless of the 

efficiency of the Tax Administration implementing the 

taxation, the environmental tax does not achieve its 

primary purpose. The revenue from the environmental tax 

amounted to only 0.08 percent of the total value of 

memorial candles sold. Therefore, the environmental tax 

cannot be considered a financial instrument that is likely to 

facilitate and promote the achievement of the objectives 

set for the field of environmental protection. 

 

Every year before All Saints’ Day, a public holiday when 

most memorial candles are lit in Slovenia, the Ministry 

tries to raise awareness among the citizens by encouraging 

them to light a candle less. In 2017, the Court of Audit of 

the Republic of Slovenia joined this media campaign and 

called upon the consumers to think about our future 

generations and light a candle less. 

Full report (in Slovene) available at: 

https://tinyurl.com/WasteCandles 

Additional information available at: sloaud@rs-rs.si 

 

Preventing light pollution 

Slovenia  

In December 2017, the SAI Slovenia published the audit 

report on efficiency of Ministry of the Environment and 

Spatial Planning in preventing light pollution. The audit 

report "shed a light" on this often overlooked part of 

pollution caused by human activities.  

The audit revealed the following: 

Slovenia is one of few countries which legally regulated the 

field of light pollution already in 2007. Objectives, 3 times 

less sky glow and 20% reduction in energy consumption 

were set to be achieved by 2016; 

However, restrictions pertaining to electric power do no 

longer ensure pollution reduction due to development of 

more energy efficient illuminants; 

The regulation does not define admissible light spectrum 

or colour temperature. Colour of the illumination however 

strongly relates to impact on nature, humans and the way 

how light disperse in space; 

The Ministry does not monitor the situation in the field of 

light pollution regularly and comprehensively. However, 

the Inspectorate exercises regular control but not enough 

for comprehensive monitoring of the situation; 

SAI Slovenia has recommended that Ministry should better 

identify the situation and to redefine the applicability of 

current legislation and to adopt necessary changes; 

Ministry has fully accepted the criticism and committed to 

implement recommendations. 

 

Full report (in Slovene) is available at:  

https://tinyurl.com/DarkSkyAudit 

Infographics (in English) is available at: 

https://tinyurl.com/DarkSkyEn 

Additional information available at: sloaud@rs-rs.si  

 

https://tinyurl.com/WasteCandles
https://tinyurl.com/DarkSkyAudit
https://tinyurl.com/DarkSkyEn
mailto:sloaud@rs-rs.si


www.eurosaiwgea.org           11 

 

  

 

EUROSAI Working Group on Environmental auditing 

News from the UK 

United Kingdom 

In November this year the UK National Audit Office (NAO) 

published the fifth in its series of departmental 

sustainability overviews.  These look at how departments 

which do not have direct responsibility for environmental 

policy never-the-less take account of environmental issues 

in their work.  This new overview looked at the UK Ministry 

of Justice which with the second largest estates of any UK 

government department does have important 

environmental impacts.  The Ministry’s built estate 

includes nearly 700 prison and other custodial buildings 

and over five hundred courts and tribunals.  On its land are 

nationally important habitats for wildlife including 10 Sites 

of Special Scientific Interest.  It is responsible for around 

20% of the carbon emissions, waste generation and water 

usage of the central government estate. The Ministry is 

making significant changes for which there is a narrow 

opportunity to influence their environmental impact.  It is 

set to build 5 new prisons by 2020 and is changing the way 

it delivers justice through its courts and tribunals by 

introducing digitisation and on-line proceedings. 

The NAO report concluded that the Ministry was not 

meeting its publicly stated ambition to embed 

sustainability in everything it does. Later in November the 

Environmental Audit Committee of the UK Parliament held 

a lively hearing at which it questioned senior officials from 

the Ministry about the report’s findings.   At this hearing 

the Ministry committed to improve its construction and 

refurbishment of buildings to ensure excellent 

environmental standards are met; to set more ambitious 

targets for reducing carbon emissions and waste; and to 

increase the number of low emission vehicles in its fleet.   

It committed to work with its facilities management 

contractors to ensure Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

and other important habitats are properly protected.  The 

Ministry undertook to introduce a senior board to oversee 

sustainability across the Department and to 

professionalise and increase by half the size of the team 

responsible for sustainability management.  

 

 

NEWS FROM OTHER REGIONS 

PASAI Regional Working Group on 

Environmental Auditing (RWGEA) 

New Zealand 

As for other INTOSAI regions, several SAIs in the PASAI 

region are currently taking part in a cooperative audit of 

preparedness by Pacific governments to implement the 

Sustainable Development Goals. This cooperative audit is 

supported by the IDI and PASAI, and will occur over a two-

year period. It will assess Pacific approaches to 

implementing SDGs and priority areas for the region. 

As well, planning is underway for the next meeting of the 

PASAI RWGEA, to be held in Brisbane, Australia around 

May 2018. Possible topics for the meeting include: 

• Sustainable Development Goals – to discuss 

opportunities for cooperation and how 

performance audits could consider the 

environmentally focused SDGs.  

• Auditing water issues. 

• Reporting and impact – how to increase visibility 

and impact of environmental audit work.  

• Greening audit offices - environmental footprint 

measuring and reporting. 

 

New Zealand’s Office of the Auditor-General: our 

water work programme 

New Zealand 

The Auditor-General of New Zealand has been running a 

multi-year themed work program since 2012/13. By 

identifying a theme in advance, we hope to draw attention 

to important public management and accountability 

matters and increase our impact. 

Our theme in 2017/18 is water management. New 

Zealanders rely on water for our health, our economy, and 

our lifestyle. It is essential that water resources are well 

managed.  

https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Ministry-of-Justice-environmental-sustainability-overview-2017.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/environmental-audit-committee/ministry-of-justice-environmental-sustainability-overview/oral/73836.html
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The Office’s unique view of the public sector and 

independence enables us to look at the water 

management system as a whole – across public 

organisations in both central and local government and 

beyond political cycles. We will consider how well public 

organisations are carrying out their water management 

responsibilities, to understand how well New Zealand is 

positioned for the future.  

 
Photo by Michal Klajban 

We intend to provide independent assurance to 

Parliament, the public sector organisations that we audit, 

and New Zealanders about the state of water 

management. We will highlight any improvements that are 

needed in the public management of water and in the 

accountability and transparency of organisations for their 

decision-making and performance. 

We’ve started our water work with a scene-setting report, 

Introducing our work programme – Water management. 

The report describes why we’re interested in water 

management, the topics we will explore, and our overall 

water work programme. At the end of our work 

programme, we tie our findings together in a “reflections” 

report. 

Visit our website for more information about our water-

related work or PASAI’s Facebook page for more 

information about PASAI activities 

https://www.facebook.com/PASAIsecretariat/  

We would welcome contact from other SAIs that are 

undertaking water related audits (contact 

Jonathan.Keate@oag.govt.nz).  

 

ARABOSAI WGEA 

Kuwait 

 

As the Chair of Environmental Auditing Committee of the 

ARABOSAI, State Audit Bureau of Kuwait had participated 

in multiple environment meetings and workshops to share 

and exchange different experiences in the environment 

field such as: 

13-15/3/2017 Field visit to The National Audit Office in 

Republic of Estonia within the Scope of the Cooperation 

Agreement in Estonia: 

The delegation presented a working paper on "Pre-Audit 

of tenders - Evaluating the efficiency and effectiveness of 

solid waste recycling projects - Environmental control of 

residential projects 

 

28-29/3/2017 The 55th Meeting of ARABOSAI Executive 

Council in Qatar: 

The meeting was attended by members from (Qatar, 

Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Iraq, Jordan, 

Mauritania, Lebanon, Morocco, Algeria, and Sudan) the 

audit committee recommended that ARABOSAI take some 

important steps to enhance SAIs capacity to perform their 

audit role in the environmental field and raise awareness 

within the audit community of the importance of being 

acquainted with developments in the field. 

https://www.oag.govt.nz/2017/water-management
https://www.oag.govt.nz/reports/water/
https://www.facebook.com/PASAIsecretariat/
mailto:Jonathan.Keate@oag.govt.nz
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21-22/7/2017 Checking Readiness to implement sustainable 

development goals in USA: 

 

The President of the State Audit Bureau of Kuwait has 

confirmed that coordination between the SAIs and 

governments in all over the world has a vital role in 

achieving the objectives of the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Plan. He called for a coordination meeting 

that includes SAIs and government representatives in all 

countries to develop a general framework to achieve these 

goals effectively and efficiently, and perform the audit 

work to the maximum level. 

11-13/9/2017 Workshop “Evaluating the Efficiency and 

Effectiveness of Medical Waste Disposal”: 

  

was held in Kuwait with 26 trainees representing 12 

supreme audit Institutions (SAIs). The workshop aims to 

equip participants with knowledge and skills that allow 

environmental auditing, objectives and importance. As 

well as the definition of medical waste and its 

classification, and health and medical risks. In addition, 

they have stated the methods of medical waste treatment, 

and disposal. 

18-20/10/2017 the 15th Meeting for EUROSAI Working 

Group on Environment Auditing (WGEA) that was held in 

Albania.  

 

The main topics of the annual meeting were auditing land 

use, Development, and greening the SAIs. The Meeting 

programmed included keynote presentations, group 

discussions, as well as sharing audit experience. 

 


