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Preface 
 

You are starting to browse through the report of the EUROSAI WGEA e-
Seminar on Sustainable Energy – the first fully virtual meeting of our 
group. I am grateful to all the participants for having joined us in this 
experiment which proved successful in the end, both content-wise and 
technically.   
 
As we reflected at the meeting, the sustainable energy concept 
encompasses many aspects. It extends beyond the application of 
renewable and clean energy technologies as there are also 
socioeconomic challenges, connectivity and energy security questions 
our countries face when attempting to make the transition to carbon-
neutral economies. 

 
Audit offices have therefore plenty of angles to take, from a bird’s-eye view of energy policy coherence  
and the energy market to investigating concrete support measures. Notwithstanding the approach 
taken, sustainability considerations should underpin our efforts. We should also regard policies open 
for continuous improvement as sustainable energy is a moving target against the technological and 
societal developments. 
 
There are already signs that the current global health situation has resulted in a decrease in energy 
consumption and emissions. While we can only expect this effect to last temporarily, I think we should 
nevertheless take this as a guiding motive: how to achieve the same impact – a push that coronavirus 
currently has rather forcefully brought about – through clean technologies and changing energy 
consumption patterns? Plenty of food for thought here, and I hope that reading the report of the e-
seminar will offer you some inspiration.  

 

 

Janar Holm 
Chair of EUROSAI WGEA 
Auditor General of Estonia 
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Day 1 

Interactive Exercise: Defining Sustainable Energy  

The Secretariat presented a word cloud visualization that had been compiled based on participants’ 

brainstorming on the concept of sustainable energy during the testing session on the previous day. 

Comments and additions were made, resulting in the following final outcome of the exercise: 

                                                                        

                                                                                     

Keynote address: Renewable Energy Beyond 2020  

Prof Luciano Mule’Stagno, University of Malta 

Prof. Mule‘Stagno recalled the status of renewable 

energy production in EU Member states vis-à-vis the 

Union’s respective target for 2020. He pointed out that 

targets differed according to countries’ starting points 

and potentials. He elaborated on the example of Malta: 

its small-country-specific restrictions to renewable 

energy production as well as the recent shift to a more 

intensive application of photovoltaic (PV) systems to 

meet the renewables’ target. This had been motivated by 

a sharp decrease in the global market price of PV 

panels.  

Prof. Mule´Stagno noted that the development of energy storage technologies was crucial to 

address the mismatch between renewable energy production and demand. Work was undergoing in 

Malta on offshore floating wind turbines1 and floating solar installations2; the use of solar water 

 
1 https://www.offshoreenergystorage.com/ 
2 https://offshoresolar.org/  

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_1_EWGEA_Apr2020_LMS.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_1_EWGEA_Apr2020_LMS.pdf
https://www.offshoreenergystorage.com/
https://offshoresolar.org/
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_1_EWGEA_Apr2020_LMS.pdf
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heaters and heat pumps was to be encouraged in individual households. Biofuels had not proven to 

be very effective on Malta due to land scarcity, but innovative marine algae biofuel was in the early 

research stage. Wave energy application was not mature yet, but research was undergoing. Prof. 

Mule’Stagno pointed out that beyond 2020 aggressive increase in buildings’ energy efficiency would 

be needed and electrification of transport could provide additional opportunities to decrease 

dependence on imported liquid fuels. Interconnectors to Italy and through the latter to North Africa 

could potentially offer avenues for the import of renewable solar energy. 

Prof. Mule’Stagno also stressed the relationship between economic growth, usually accompanied by 

increased energy consumption, and the achievement of the renewables’ target. While Malta was 

going to miss the target prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was probably going to exceed it due to 

notable decrease in energy consumption. With coming years hard to predict, Prof. Mule’Stagno still 

believed that the EU’s increased stress on economic growth and jobs would challenge the renewables’ 

sector. Mr Mule’Stagno was also of the opinion that in terms of EU and governmental support 

mechanisms, a pan-European approach was desirable: investing in certain types of renewable 

energy technologies only in regions where it is cost-effective, doing efficient research only, and 

utilizing different cooperation mechanisms such as investments and credit-transfers between 

countries. 

SAI presentation: Exploiting Solar Energy –  Evaluation of Feed-in 

Tariff Schemes for Photovoltaics 

Mr Keith Gauci, SAI Malta 

Mr Gauci spoke about SAI Malta’s audit wherein feed-in 

tariff (FiT) schemes for photovoltaics had been 

evaluated. While between around 84 million euros had 

been spent on FiT during 2010-2017, the figure needed 

to be offset by nearly a half due to savings related to non-

generation through conventional means and possibly also 

other intrinsic benefits (air quality, energy security, green 

jobs). 

Mr Gauci outlined the findings of the audit by highlighting 

that the uptake of the FiT schemes had been generally 

positive; FiT had decreased together with capital costs 

and the proxy for market price, indicating value-for-

money for the government; the payback period was less than half of the lifetime of PVs; discounted 

additional costs of PV FiT schemes were on a downward trend.  

Mr Gauci pointed out that important limitation in the audit had been the structure of data complicating 

the analysis of individual PV FiT schemes. The auditors had addressed this by basing evaluation on 

‘expected generation’ values. 

Audit recommendations had been directed at 2030 goals and targets of the National Renewable 

Energy Action Plan, improvement of data platforms, encouraging the establishment of solar farms, 

analysing EU cooperation mechanisms, particularly statistical transfers, to map cost-effective 

options for helping Malta achieve renewable energy targets. 

Inspired by Mr Gauci’s presentation, discussion ensued among participants about the economic 

effect of green jobs created in the renewables’ sector. It was pointed out that these were often 

subsidized and could interfere with the supply of jobs for other important sectors (e.g. social sphere). It 

was concluded that more studies into this would be useful, including potentially by SAIs. 

 

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_2_Presentation%20FiT%20WGEA%20v2.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_2_Presentation%20FiT%20WGEA%20v2.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_2_Presentation%20FiT%20WGEA%20v2.pdf
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Poll on Energy Projects  

As an interlude and input to the next keynote address, participants were polled about their opinion on 

the sufficiency of renewable/clean energy projects in their respective countries. 

 

Keynote address: Promoting Sustainable Energy –  EIB’s  Lending 

Policy 

Mr Sanjoy Rajan, European Investment Bank 

 

Mr Rajan started by emphasizing that the EIB’s function 

was to act as a catalyst to economically viable projects. 

He highlighted that climate action and cohesion were 

cross-cutting areas for EIB. Low-carbon transport, 

energy efficiency and renewable energy areas constituted 

the biggest parts of EIB’s climate lending – roughly 20% 

of EIB’s total lending (65 bn euros in 2019) was dedicated 

to energy. Mr Rajan also highlighted that EIB was also 

lending outside the EU: about 10-12% of its annual 

lending was with a focus on the EU accession and 

candidate countries and the EU neighbourhood. 

According to EIB’s new strategy3, 50% of lending was to be dedicated to climate action and 

environmental sustainability by 2025. Mr Rajan pointed out that all investment projects were being 

externally audited for their carbon footprint. Mr Rajan also elaborated on the EIB’s green bond 

issued since 2007 with which EIB financed renewable energy and energy efficiency projects (3,4 bn 

euros in 2019). Mr Rajan reflected against this experience that the role of auditing was important to 

contribute to transparency and improved understanding about which projects were green, 

sustainable and contributing to climate action.  

 
3 https://www.eib.org/en/publications/eib-energy-lending-policy.htm  

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_3_EUROSAI%20April%202020%20-%20EIB.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_3_EUROSAI%20April%202020%20-%20EIB.pdf
https://www.eib.org/en/publications/eib-energy-lending-policy.htm
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_3_EUROSAI%20April%202020%20-%20EIB.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_3_EUROSAI%20April%202020%20-%20EIB.pdf
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Mr Rajan noted on EIB’s energy lending policy future perspectives that aside from energy efficiency 

and renewables, electricity grids and storage were to be prioritized in the coming years. For phasing 

out fossil fuels by 2021, transition measures were already being taken; EIB would continue to 

support low-carbon gas projects and power generation with low carbon emissions (below 250 

gCO2/kWh). Mr Rajan noted that energy efficiency was regarded a key area in EIB with the funding 

of these projects up to 75% of total cost. On enabling infrastructure, EIB’s priority was electricity 

systems, and in certain Member States district heating systems’ modernization. Mr Rajan also pointed 

out that EIB was aligned with the European Commission’s Strategic Energy Technologies Plan4, 

and under the Energy Transition Package5, up to 75% financing for all energy projects would be 

offered to a set of Member States with higher needs. 

Mr Rajan highlighted that the EIB was starting consultations with countries about their National 

Energy and Climate Plans (which are Nationally Determined Contributions under the Paris 

Agreement for EU countries) to ensure that EIB’s lending would contribute to the achievement of 

strategic goals. He also stressed the role of SAIs in helping to ensure sound NECPs (and NDCs for 

non-EU countries). 

 

SAI presentation: Energy Poverty –  Results of a Series of Policy 

Instruments Implemented by the Flemish Authorities in Order to 

Fight Against Energy Poverty  

Ms Daphne Vanrysselberghe, SAI Belgium 

 

Ms Vanrysselberghe first introduced the meaning of the 

concept of energy poverty: an economic difficulty to 

provide energy needed for satisfying basic needs. In 

Flanders, 14,8% of households had been estimated to 

be living in such a condition. Ms Vanrysselberghe also 

pointed out that the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goal 7 was targeted among other things 

at securing access to affordable energy for all.  

SAI Belgium’s audit had evaluated the clarity, results and 

adaptiveness of the energy poverty policy implemented 

by the Flemish authorities. While the policy had been 

found to be well-grounded, consisting of various instruments and stakeholder-involvement had been 

strong, various shortcomings had been detected. 

Ms Vanrysselberghe elaborated that the definition of energy poverty as well as accurate figures on 

the phenonemon had been found absent. Also, no clear objective for developing a social policy had 

been established. Auditors’ SWOT-analysis of energy poverty policy instruments revealed difficulties 

in reaching the most vulnerable people, complex definition of target groups and insufficient 

information exchange between relevant actors (e.g. energy distribution system operators, social 

welfare agencies, policy-makers). Audit had also identified several shortcomings on policy 

instruments. Examples included limited transition to energy-saving instruments after energy scans 

and the exclusion of social houses from the scheme, split incentives between landlords and tenants on 

social grants, complexity of communication addressed at instruments’ target groups. On policy 

adaptation, Ms Vanrysselberghe higlighted the lack of quantifiable objectives and instrument-based 

 
4 https://setis.ec.europa.eu/actions-towards-implementing-integrated-set-plan  
5 https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/energy-strategy/clean-energy-all-europeans_en 

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_4_Energy%20Poverty%20Malta.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_4_Energy%20Poverty%20Malta.pdf
https://setis.ec.europa.eu/actions-towards-implementing-integrated-set-plan
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/energy-strategy/clean-energy-all-europeans_en
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_4_Energy%20Poverty%20Malta.pdf
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rather than overarching monitoring as relevant audit findings. Audit recommendations had been 

directed at addressing the main findings. The report had been received with interest by the Flemish 

Parliament and the media, the European Commission and different expert stakeholders, among them 

also international SAI-peers. 

 

SAI presentation: Obstacles to the Development of Renewable 

Energy Sources 

Ms Elżbieta Sikorska, SAI Poland  

Ms Sikorska talked about two renewable energy audits 

published by SAI Poland in 2012 and 2019. In 2012, SAI 

Poland had recommended strenghtening the green 

certification mechanism which had been generally 

working properly; the support given to renewables 

through the National Fund for Environmental Protection 

and Water had been found ineffective. Ms Sikorska 

pointed out that post-audit, the share of renewable 

energy in Poland’s total gross energy consumption 

had not much increased (dropped in 2016), resulting in 

the European Commission’s warning on the matter. The 

green certificates’ system had been substituted with 

RES auctions and financial support to renewables from national and EU funds had increased. SAI 

Poland had decided to initiate another audit.  

Ms Sikorska listed the obstacles to renewable energy production based on the findings of the 2019 

audit. Lack of a consistent renewable energy policy, notable delays in issuing executive regulations 

as well as instable and at times restrictive legislation had made the investing climate unfavourable 

(e.g. Distance Act’s impact on wind farms). She also noted that the new renewable energy auctions’ 

system had not attracted the expected level of buyers due to low starting prices and late 

announcements; also, the IT-solution developed for auctions had not worked according to 

expectations. As another important observation, the energy transmission companies had not been 

willing to connect wind and solar parks to the distribution network due to potential instability of their 

energy production. Finally, Ms Sikorska noted that the usage of financial support to renewable 

energy had substantially decreased due to the instable regulatory environment. 

Ms Sikorska also presented the main recommendations of the audit: development of a coherent 

renewable energy policy and implementation of stable regulatory instruments to attract renewable 

energy investors. Ms Sikorska concluded her address by mentioining that another audit was 

underway in SAI Poland addressing the achievement of the Polish renewable energy target by 2020. 

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_5_Poland%20RES.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_5_Poland%20RES.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0704_5_Poland%20RES.pdf
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Day 2 

Sustainable Energy Collage: Practices and Goals  

The Secretariat presented a collage of different sustainable energy practices participants had sent 

on their countries. These ranged from examples from the solar and wind energy field, hydropower, 

energy efficiency of buildings and the use of bioenergy to innovative solutions such as wave and tidal 

energy, energy storage, innovative biofuels, energy data platforms. Additionally, European Union 

climate and energy goals were recalled, and participants could voice their opinion about the 

progress in their countries thereon. 

 

 

 

Keynote Address: Energy Grids and Open Energy Market  

Mr Taavi Veskimägi, Elering AS 

Mr Veskimägi started with an introduction to Elering’s 

set-up and operations. He highlighted that both 

electricity and gas transmission systems were 

operated by Elering and both markets were fully 

integrated in Estonia. Close sector coupling was 

underway to secure a single energy market. He briefly 

covered the historical development of Elering since 2010 

when it became independent of the state energy 

company Eesti Energia. Electricity market integration, 

links with the Finnish grid and development of the 

central electricity data hub facilitating the full opening of 

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_1_EUROSAI%20WGEA%20e-Seminar.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_1_EUROSAI%20WGEA%20e-Seminar.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_1_EUROSAI%20WGEA%20e-Seminar.pdf
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the electricity market in 2013 (to all consumers and producers) were important milestones which 

were later copied in case of gas infrastructure. Mr Veskimägi informed that the regional gas market 

between Estonia, Finland and Latvia had got started in the beginning of 2020 with a common tariff 

zone and no transmission fees between the countries, and had been well utilized, especially towards 

Finland. Common gas market of all Baltic States and Finland was in the pipeline. 

Mr Veskimägi elaborated on the economics of trust which in his view was the backbone of achieving 

the integration of EU member states’ gas and electricity markets into a single energy market. He 

pointed out that the economics of trust was at times being jeopardized by changing political views 

which could in turn have a major impact on costs. Mr Veskimägi emphasized the role of markets in 

moving towards sustainable decarbonized energy and pointed out that cooperation between countries 

would make the energy transition and the achievment of EU energy goals faster and cheaper. He 

brought the Baltic Sea offshore grid example whereby Baltic Sea countries could cooperate on 

linking onshore grid connections to offshore offshore wind farms and to each other. This development 

was still at a visionary stage and much dependent on political decisions. To Mr Veskimägi’s view, the 

transmission systems operators had the skills and capabilities as well as cooperation networks (e.g. 

ENTSO-e) to facilitate that. 

Mr Veskimägi also talked about the use of digital tools to enhance competition on energy markets6. 

Digitalization would bring the following benefits: cross-border, across energy sources competition and 

electrification; bringing wholesale market’s liberalization to consumers by empowering them; bringing 

also energy consumption and micro-generation actively on the market (prosumers); flexibility to 

manage a decentralized, renewable and connected energy system; keeping energy grid lean and 

having competitition with off-grid. He introduced the rather recent Energy Data Access Alliance7, a 

cooperation initiative of European grid operators with the purpose of integrating European energy 

retail markets by connecting data between the energy companies to overcome fragmentation. This 

would empower consumers, support decarbonization goals and facilitate competition.  

 

 

SAI Presentation: Promoting Sustainable Energy Production in the 

Netherlands  

Mr Ronnie Takens, SAI Netherlands 

Mr Takens presented SAI Netherlands’ 2015 audit on 

the promotion of sustainable energy production. The 

audit had been commissioned to address the reasons 

behind slow movement towards the EU 2020 

renewables’ target and to identify opportunities for 

restructuring the sustainable energy support 

mechanism. 

Mr Takens elaborated on the set-up of the sustainable 

energy production incentive scheme (SDE+) 

businesses, farmers, power companies and local 

authorities could apply for. He explained that the 

scheme would support the instalment of various 

renewable energy solutions (solar panels, wind farms, biomass-for-fuel, biomass fermentation, ground 

heating systems, waste incineration) by subsidizing the difference between the standardized cost 

 
6 https://elering.ee/en/smart-grid-development 
7 https://elering.ee/en/grid-operators-establish-energy-data-access-alliance-revolutionise-european-energy-market 

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_2_WGEAmeeting_SDE.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_2_WGEAmeeting_SDE.pdf
https://elering.ee/en/smart-grid-development
https://elering.ee/en/grid-operators-establish-energy-data-access-alliance-revolutionise-european-energy-market
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_2_WGEAmeeting_SDE.pdf
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price (technology-specific) and the market price for energy. Additionally, a cap on subsidy level 

would be applied in case the market price dropped below a certain level. 

Mr Takens informed that while the audit had found the SDE+ to be well-structured, SAI Netherlands 

had pointed out that its budget had been continuously underspent. One important reason for that had 

been the underproduction of energy applicable under the scheme – on average around 26%, varying 

by technology (largest for biomass fermentation/combustion and geothermal heat). Therefore, 

adjustments to the scheme such as oversubscription and bidding-order remake were recommended 

by the auditors. Mr Takens also listed the different policy options SAI Netherlands had put forward 

as worth considering, such as enlarging the SDE+ budget with extra incentives for offshore wind 

projects, opening the SDE+ program for projects from other countries, buying credits under the 

European Emissions Training System, and statistical transfers with other EU Member States. 

 

SAI Presentation: Support to Solar Power in Sweden 

Dr Martin Hill, SAI Sweden 

 

 Dr Hill spoke about SAI Sweden’s audit on supporting 

solar power production. He noted that Sweden aimed to 

produce all electricity from renewable energy sources by 

2040. This was planned to be achieved in a cost-

effective and non-discriminatory way with respect to 

technologies. Audit had been motivated by the fact that 

solar power production was increasing fast and was 

heavily subsidized via renewable electricity certificates, 

investment support and tax subsidies.  

Dr Hill elaborated that SAI Sweden had sought to 

confirm whether decisions on supporting solar power 

had been well-grounded and whether the support had been cost-effective. Aside from the review of 

all relevant documentation, calculations and considerations underpinning decision-making processes, 

SAI Sweden had also studied the economic and budgetary effects (cost of production for available 

renewable technologies, short- and long-term budgetary effects). 

According to Dr Hill, SAI Sweden had concluded that with no socio-economic or budgetary 

analysis made on the total support to solar power, the Parliament had not received sufficient input to 

decision-making. Frequent changes to the regulatory framework had created uncertainty in the 

renewables’ market and made it difficult to assess the effect of the support. Audit also revealed that 

production cost estimates for different renewables had indicated PV systems were 40-90% more 

expensive than wind power; small-scale rooftop PV systems were 50% more expensive than solar 

farms (but received marginal subsidies). Dr Hill explained that based on audit findings SAI Sweden 

had regarded it difficult to justify significant support to solar power – more renewable energy per 

invested SEK could be produced with technology- and scale-neutral support. SAI Sweden had also 

emphasized that large tax exemptions to solar power could be costly for the state budget in the long-

term and increase the risk for investors. 

 

 

 

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_3_Support%20to%20solar%20power%20in%20Sweden.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_3_Support%20to%20solar%20power%20in%20Sweden.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_3_Support%20to%20solar%20power%20in%20Sweden.pdf
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SAI Presentation: European Court of Auditors’ Work on Climate and 

Energy 2019-2020 –  Key Aspects 

Ms Oana Cristina Dumitrescu, European Court of Auditors 

 

Ms Dumitrescu introduced ECA’s work in climate and 

energy areas and talked about two audits in more detail. 

She listed the key challenges that ECA had identified 

on climate change mitigation and EU energy policy 

efforts: long-term trends in emissions’ reduction might 

level off; significant additional efforts would be required; 

some policies of lack policies could undermine the 

greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction effort; political 

dimension of the Energy Union; energy security; 

sustainability of energy supply; risks related to energy 

projects. 

Ms Dumitrescu briefly introduced ECA’s 2019-2020 projects connected to climate and energy which 

had related to wind and solar electricity generation, EU’s greenhouse gas emissions, eco-design and 

energy labelling, sustainable urban mobility, sustainability reporting, measurement of vehicle 

emissions, research and innovation. Various topical audits were also undergoing, addressing energy 

efficiency investments in buildings, the EU Emissions Trading Scheme, financial support to 

enterprises’ energy efficiency, climate change and agriculture, financing sustainable investment, 

electrical recharging infrastructure, climate action spending. 

On EU GHG emissions audit, Ms Dumitrescu elaborated that ECA had focussed on the reliability of 

GHG data as well as the availability of right data for sustainable policy-making and climate change 

mitigation. ECA had found that past emissions had been well reported, but data on land use and 

forestry sectors emissions (LULUCF) could be improved. More insight was also needed on 

sustainability of future reductions. In the second audit on the spending from the EU cohesion 

funds for improving enterprises’ energy efficiency, European Commission’s strategic planning and 

monitoring as well as the procedures and documentation on selected projects were being looked at. 

Ms Dumitrescu informed that the audit would address the risks of weak general and project-level 

prioritization, limited impact of the funding and lack of monitoring data. The extended audit sample as 

well as data complexity and availability posed challenges for the auditors;  recommendations were 

not easy to design in view of shared competences. Ms Dumitrescu also believed that COVID-19 could 

impact the audit process. 

 

Information about Recent, Ongoing and Planned Energy Audits  

Participants had a chance to share the energy-related work ongoing in their offices, an opportunity 

used by several SAIs. Additionally, the perspective and topics for potential cooperative audits were 

discussed. Several ideas were presented: comparing the efficiency and effectiveness of renewable 

energy schemes used in different countries; use of incomes from the European Emissions Trading 

Scheme; the use of different instruments and incentives for lowering carbon emissions in industry.  

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_4_ECA_EWGEA_climate%20and%20energy_final.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_4_ECA_EWGEA_climate%20and%20energy_final.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_4_ECA_EWGEA_climate%20and%20energy_final.pdf
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Working Group Business: INTOSAI WGEA 

Dr Vivi Niemenmaa, Secretary General of INTOSAI WGEA, SAI Finland 

   

Dr Niemenmaa talked about the latest news from the 

global environmental audit group. She recalled that, with 

76 SAI-members, INTOSAI WGEA was the largest 

group in INTOSAI. Its Steering Committee included 16 

SAIs from all around the world including the chairs of 

regional WGEAs (also EWGEA). SAI Finland had taken 

over the steering function of INTOSAI WGEA at the 

XXIII INCOSAI in Moscow in September 2019 and was 

ready to implement the new Work Plan for 2020-20228. 

Dr Niemenmaa pointed out that INTOSAI WGEA’s 

vision was for a common sustainable future through innovative environmental auditing. Key goals 

included increasing the global environmental auditing expertise and enhancing the environmental 

governance with high-quality contribution and visibility. Environmental SDGs from the public finance 

perspective were the cross-cutting theme of the new work plan. During 2020-2022, the Finnish 

INTOSAI WGEA Secretariat’s focus would be on utilizing the full potential of the many INTOSAI 

WGEA products; on contributing to the review and follow-up of the UN SDGs and providing support 

to auditing environmental SDGs in particular; on increasing the competence of environmental 

auditors; and on internal communication and stakeholder-engagement. Three environmental topics – 

 
8 https://wgea.org/media/113676/intosai-wgea-work-plan-2020-2022_february.pdf  

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_5_INTOSAI%20WGEA.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_5_INTOSAI%20WGEA.pdf
https://wgea.org/media/113676/intosai-wgea-work-plan-2020-2022_february.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_5_INTOSAI%20WGEA.pdf
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sustainable transport, plastic waste and climate finance – had been taken into central focus to 

increase understanding on the related SDGs and auditing these. 

Dr Niemenmaa noted that on all key actions work packages had been established and SAIs were 

encouraged to provide input to project leaders based on their audit work. She pointed out that 

sustainable energy was connected to all three topical work packages of INTOSAI WGEA. She also 

informed that the European SAIs were especially welcome to attend the 20th Assembly Meeting of 

INTOSAI WGEA planned for 18-21 February 2021 in Rovaniemi, Finland. 

 

Working Group Business: EUROSAI WGEA Activity Report  

Ms Tuuli Rasso, Head of the EWGEA Secretariat, SAI Estonia 

 

Ms Rasso gave a status update of the main activities of 

EUROSAI WGEA. She recalled that all three 

cooperative audits part of the Activity Plan (public 

sector buildings’ energy efficiency, air quality, 

Mediterranean marine parks) had been finalized. Two 

recent meetings of the Working Group had been held 

according to plans: the 17th Annual Meeting on auditing 

biodiversity in cooperation with ECA as a Joint 

Biodiversity Conference9 in October 2019, and the 25th 

Meeting of the EWGEA Steering Committee via 

videoconferencing platform in March 2020. EWGEA 

Secretariat had also attended the 17th INTOSAI WGEA Steering Committee e-meeting in March 2020 

to report on EWGEA’s work and provide input to the global group’s recently launched work period. 

Ms Rasso informed that the EUROSAI WGEA Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) on auditing 

water issues10 had been facilitated by the Secretariat for the second time in November 2019. 

Attendance had been active, with 125 students from 33 countries and 25 SAIs from Europe and 

beyond certified. The MOOC would run again in autumn 2020. Ms Rasso also touched upon 

communicative activities such as the website and LinkedIn group, and put particular emphasis on 

the upcoming call for contributions to the EWGEA’s 2/2020 Newsletter planned for June 2020. 

Ms Rasso indicated that Mr Dudek, the representative of SAI Poland would talk about the next 

planned EWGEA event, the 18th Annual Meeting to be held in Warsaw in September-October 2020. 

She highlighted that SAI Poland was the candidate for the next EWGEA Chair. As the XI EUROSAI 

Congress had been postponed until 2021, Ms Rasso noted that SAIs of Estonia and Poland were 

nevertheless ready to transfer the chairmanship and were seeking for a prodecure for doing it in 

2020 according to initial plans. As a final point, she encouraged members to send their comments to 

the officially circulated draft Strategic Plan 2020-2022 of EUROSAI WGEA by April 10th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
99 https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Pages/17th-Annual-Meeting.aspx 
10 https://www.ut.ee/en/mooc/auditing-water-issues 

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_6_EWGEA_activity-report.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_6_EWGEA_activity-report.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Pages/17th-Annual-Meeting.aspx
https://www.ut.ee/en/mooc/auditing-water-issues
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_6_EWGEA_activity-report.pdf
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Working Group Business: 18 th EUROSAI WGEA Annual Meeting 

Mr Wojciech Dudek, SAI Poland 

 

Mr Dudek presented SAI Poland’s plans for the 18th 

Annual Meeting of EUROSAI WGEA scheduled for 28 

September – 1 October 2020 in Warsaw.  

Based on members’ input and Steering Committee 

discussion, air quality and urban traffic had been 

chosen for the topics of the event. Mr Dudek noted that 

three perspectives would be explored at the meeting: that 

of the managing institutions both on EU and national 

levels, the viewpoint of SAIs’ work, as well as the 

perspective of NGOs. Mr Dudek briefly went over the 

draft agenda of the planned meeting which would include 

both keynote interventions as well as SAI presentations and discussions, all traditional social events 

and the topical excursion. The Steering Committee would also meet a day after the main event. Mr 

Dudek highlighted that SAI Poland was also ready to consider alternative electronic scenarios for the 

Annual Meeting, should international travels still be complicated towards the autumn due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. He welcomed all EUROSAI WGEA members to get in touch with SAI Poland in 

case of comments or ideas regarding the 18th Annual Meeting.  

 

 

https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_7_XVIII_WGEA_Annual_Meeting.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_7_XVIII_WGEA_Annual_Meeting.pdf
https://www.eurosaiwgea.org/meetings/Documents/SS%20Sustainable%20Energy/SS2020_0804_7_XVIII_WGEA_Annual_Meeting.pdf
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Appendices 

Appendix 1. Programme of the e-Seminar 

Monday, 6 Apri l  

9:00 CET  Test-run on the Zoom videoconference platform 

Tuesday, 7 Apri l  

09:00 CET First Session 

Opening remarks by the Chair of EUROSAI WGEA 

Agenda and technical instructions 

Interactive exercise: defining sustainable energy  

Renewable energy beyond 2020, Prof. Luciano Mule Stagno, Institute for Sustainable 

Energy, University of Malta   

Exploiting solar energy – evaluation of feed-in tariff schemes for photovoltaics, Mr 

Keith Kauci, SAI Malta 

10:30 CET Break 

11:00 CET Second Session  

Promoting sustainable energy – EIB’s energy lending policy, Mr Sanjoy Rajan, Head 

of Energy Security Division, European Investment Bank  

Energy poverty: Results and evaluation of a series of policy instruments implemented 

by the Flemish authorities in order to fight against energy poverty, Ms Daphne 

Vanrysselberghe, SAI Belgium  

Obstacles to the development of renewable energy sources: NIK audit on the 

development of the renewable energy sector, Ms Elżbieta Sikorska, SAI Poland 

12:15 CET Adjournment 

Wednesday, 8 Apri l  

09:00 CET First Session 

Sustainable energy collage 

Energy grids and open energy market, Mr Taavi Veskimägi, Chairman of the Board, 

Estonian state-owned transmission system operator Elering AS  

Promoting sustainable energy production in the Netherlands, Mr Ronnie Takens, SAI 

Netherlands 

Support to solar power in Sweden, Dr Martin Hill, SAI Sweden  

ECA’s work on climate and energy 2019-2020: key aspects, Ms Oana Cristina 

Dumitrescu, European Court of Auditors   
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10:45 CET Break 

11:15 CET Second Session  

  Information about recent, ongoing and planned energy audits 

  News from the global INTOSAI WGEA group, Dr Vivi Niemenmaa, SAI Finland 

EUROSAI WGEA Business: current and incoming Secretariats, Ms Tuuli Rasso, SAI 

Estonia and Mr Wojciech Dudek, SAI Poland 

12:00 CET Adjournment 
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Appendix 2. List of Participants  

 
EUROSAI WGEA members 

 

Albania 

State Supreme Audit Institution 

Ms. Ermira Vojka 
Ms. Eva Kasmi 

Belgium 

Belgian Court of Audit 

Ms. Daphne Vanrysselberghe 

Cyprus 

Audit Office of the Republic of 

Cyprus 

Ms. Anastasia Neocleous 

Ms. Christina Meshiti 

Mr. Constantinos Papaconstantinou 

Ms. Loizia Loukia 

Ms. Maria Masoura  

Mr. Marios Sotiriou  

Ms. Yianni Karakatsani 

Czech Republic 

Supreme Audit Office of the Czech 

Republic 

Mr. Benjamín Groll 

Ms. Jana Pechová  

Ms. Kristyna Liskova 

Estonia 

National Audit Office of Estonia 

Ms. Airi Andresson 

Mr. Alar Jürgenson 

Mr. Alvar Nõuakas 

Mr. Janar Holm (Chair) 

Ms. Kaire Kesküla (Advisor to EWGEA Secretariat) 

Ms. Kaire Kuldpere 

Ms. Kristiina Visnapuu  

Ms. Margit Lassi 

Ms. Tuuli Rasso (Head of EWGEA Secretariat) 

Mr. Urmet Lee 

European Union 

European Court of Auditors 

Ms. Oana Cristina Dumitrescu 

 

Finland 

National Audit Office of Finland 

Ms. Sanna Ollila  

Ms. Tiina Väänänen  

Ms. Tuula Varis 

Dr. Vivi Niemenmaa 

France 

Court of Audit of France 

Mr. Erwan Rigaud 

Greece 

Hellenic Court of Audit 

Mr. Athanasios Fragkos  

Ms. Vasiliki Andreopoulou 

Hungary 

State Audit Office of Hungary 

Ms. Bettina Martus 

 

Lithuania 

National Audit Office of Lithuania 

Mr. Arūnas Zabulionis  

Mr. Tadas Čiblys 



 

 
 

 

19 

Malta 

National Audit Office of Malta 

Mr. Keith Gauci 

Ms. Maria Azzopardi 

Ms. Rodianne Spiteri  

Mr. William Peplow 

Netherlands 

Netherlands Court of Audit 

Mr. Ronnie Takens 

North Macedonia 

State Audit Office of the Republic 
of North Macedonia 

Ms. Albane Chupi  

Ms. Marina Velichkovska 

Poland 

Supreme Audit Office of Poland 

Ms. Elżbieta Sikorska 

Mr. Wojciech Dudek 

Portugal 

Portuguese Court of Auditors 

Mr. Antonio Rosário 

Ms. Fatima Fernandes 

Ms. Helena Abreu Lopes 

Mr. José Augusto Silva 

Mr. Leonor Amaral 

Ms. Teresa Estrela 

Romania 

Romanian Court of Accounts 

Ms. Marilena Berheci 

Serbia 

State Audit Institution of Serbia 

Mr. Goran Cabarkapa 

Mr. Danilo Maskovic 

Slovak Republic 

Supreme Audit Office of the Slovak 

Republic 

Ms. Anna Dobrócsyová 

Mr. Marcel Kleščinský 

Mr. Vladimír Maťuš 

 

Slovenia 

Court of Audit of the Republic of 
Slovenia 

Mr. Igor Vošnjak 

Ms. Lejla Marinko 

 

Spain 

Court of Auditors 

 

Ms. Beatriz Sánchez Almendros 

Mr. Manuel Sueiras 

Sweden 

Swedish National Audit Office 

Dr. Martin Hill 

Mr. Peter Danielsson 

Turkey 

Turkish Court of Accounts 

Ms. Ayşegül Boran 

Ukraine 

Accounting Chamber of Ukraine 

Mr. Denys Nikitin 

Mr. Dmytro Karnaukhov 

Ms. Oksana Kostyuchenko 

Ms. Tetiana Dniprova 
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Invited Guests and Experts  

Elering AS Mr. Taavi Veskimägi, CEO 

European Investment Bank Mr. Sanjoy Rajan, Head of Energy Security Division 

University of Malta Prof. Luciano Mule` Stagno, Director of the Institute for 

Sustainable Energy 

  


