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Use of the seven steps model
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•

Approach of the preparedness review

• Period March-June 2017

• Analysis of policy documents and letters to Parliament.

• Interviews with National Coordinator on SDGs (Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs), senior policy officers of several ministries, 

National Bureau of Statistics, representatives of local 

governments, representatives of private sector and 

representatives of NGOs. 
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•

Main questions

• Do the initial steps taken by the Dutch government between 2015 and 2017 

constitute sound preparation for achieving the goals by 2030? 

• Has the Dutch government laid a sound basis for monitoring progress towards 

the SDGs? 
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•

9 review questions

• The first six correspond to the first six steps of the seven-step assessment 

framework, while the last three concern the final step in the framework: 

monitoring and reporting. 
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•

Review question 1

Is there sufficient clearly expressed political commitment? 
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•

Review question 2

Is central government doing enough to raise public 

awareness of the SDGs (e.g. in the education system) and 

stimulate dialogue with stakeholders, including outside 

central government? 
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•

Review question 3

Are responsibilities with regard to the SDGs divided clearly 

among ministers, and is there sufficient focus on 

coordination between ministers and on preserving 

coherence among goals? 
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•

Review question 4

Is the abovementioned commitment being translated into 

specific policy plans? 
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•

Review question 5

Has a system been set up for monitoring progress on 

achieving the SDGs and their associated targets? 
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•

Review question 6

Has the Netherlands’ current situation with respect to the 

SDGs (and their underlying targets) been properly 

established by means of a baseline measurement? 
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•

Review question 7

Are relevant actors involved in the monitoring system? 
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•

Review question 8

Is there a mechanism for public accountability in place as 

regards efforts to achieve the SDGs? 
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•

Review question 9

Is such accountability rooted in the regular budget and 

accountability cycles? 
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•

A swift and effective start at organisational 

level 

• The government and many decentralized governments 

have clearly stated that they want to realize the SDGs. On 

behalf of the Dutch government, this commitment by the 

coordinating Minister has been shared in writing with the 

Lower House (review question 1).

• The plan of action deals extensively, for example, with 

the need for cooperation with other parties, such as 

the business community and civil society (review 

question 2). 
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•

• Various partnerships have been set up at the initiative of 

the Dutch Government involving a diverse group of 

stakeholders: decentralized authorities, business, social 

organizations and knowledge institutions.

• The Dutch government published its first policy report on 

SDGs to Parliament on 24 May. This policy report was 

established in cooperation with the stakeholders 

mentioned above.
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•

• Some stakeholders initiated several initiatives to build 

public awareness in society for the SDGs.

• The central government itself has not initiated many 

initiatives to build public awareness so far. This is related 

to the choice for a bottom up SDG approach (review 

question 2).
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•

Findings: systems to measure and monitor

• Solid start in developing a monitoring and measurement system is 

work in progress and will continue in the coming years. Statistics 

Netherlands (CBS)  is working hard together with various other 

actors (5 and 6).

• Nevertheless, Statistics Netherlands  managed to draw up an 

initial SDG monitoring report that covered already some 33% of 

the SDG Targets. 

• Statistics Netherlands is talking with NGOs about involving their 

data in the next report. (review question 7)

• Statistics Netherlands needs better balance between its tasks and 

resources. 
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•

Points of attention for the period ahead 
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•

Findings: awareness for SDGs in primary and 

secondary education

• A policy evaluation showed that there is no structural 

embedding of SDGs in primary and secondary education. 

Results differ very much per school.

• Although the subject has the attention of the minster of 

Education, no concrete plans have been presented to 

embed SDGs more in primary and secondary education 

(review question 2). 
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•

Findings: responsibility, resources, and 

accountability

• Responsibilities for implementation of SDGs on the central 

government level are distributed along the usual policy areas 

of each ministry.

• In addition, there is a coordination group of so-called focal 

points of senior civil servants from each minister. Only a light 

government wide coordination for the SDGS.

• Big challenge to safeguard the coherence between policy 

efforts (both short and long term) and coordinate the various 

actors at administrative level (review question 3). 
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•

The 7 steps and our observations
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Thank you for your attention


