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RM - small country with 16 

ecological hotspots
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In recent years we are often listening…

“Macedonia loses its battle with polluted air

- deaths on the rise”

“Because of the pollution, exercise brings 

more harm than benefit”

“Flora and fauna are endangered by wastewater 

and air pollution”

“Landfills with ash waste, sediment and slag 

pollute the soil and groundwater”
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In recent years we have analyzed 

statistics….
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In recent years we are watching….
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Therefore we came up with a plan…

…to audit environmental permits 
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Audit scope & period

• Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning

• State Environmental Inspectorate

• Operators of installations 

• Audited period: 2015 – 2017



Integrated 

environmental permits
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Operators of installations whose activities affect the 

environment are obliged to provide:

• Integrated environmental permits, or

• Adjustment permit accompanied by an operational 

plan 

Deadline for alignment with the operational plan was 1st

April 2014 (exceptional cases until 1st April, 2019).
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Permit fee

Operators of installations have to pay:

• Fee for obtaining a permit;

• Fee for changing/converting the permit;

• Annual fee for possession of permit and 

regular supervision of the installation
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Registry of permits

The data in the registry of permits show that:

- 121 environmental permits are issued;

- 45 operators of installations have not harmonized with 

the operational plan;

- 22 operators of installations do not hold a permit.

Granting of permits, or their conversion from adjustment 

permits into integrated environmental permits is not 

always timely conducted or recorded appropriately. 



Large combustion installations             
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• Deadline for alignment with operational plan - extended by the 

end of 2017; additional deadline for compliance with the EU 

Directives is defined by 2027.  

• 601 millions € are needed for modernization/desulfurization;

• Activities according to the National Plan - not  started yet;

• Emissions of current pollutants are exceeding the maximum 

permitted values;

• These installations still do not have a permit and do not pay any 

annual fee.
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Determination of permit fee

• The fee is not always calculated in a timely, accurate 

and complete manner;

• Inefficient system of internal controls;

• Weaknesses in the legislation and it’s implementation;

• Lack of appropriate professional development and 

software solution;

• Untimely submission of annual reports by the 

operators.
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Fee payment                             

• Absence of written procedure and 

coordination;

• Incomplete, incorrect and lack of up-to-date 

recording of collected fees; 

• Untimely payment;

• No possibility for recovery of  significant part 

of the claims.
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Environment Investment 

Programs 

Funds collected from environmental permits,

are used for financing programs, projects and

other activities related to the environment.
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Improving the situation in the 

environment
Audit recommendations:

• Improvement of legislation and its implementation;

• Establishment of an effective system of internal controls in the area of 

determining, recovering and utilization of collected funds;

• Fulfillment of required conditions by the operators and issuing 

environmental permits to all operators;

• Continuous monitoring of the emission of particles in the environment;

• Contribute to the protection, renewal and improvement of the quality of 

the environment.

.
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