
9th Annual EUROSAI WGEA meeting, Stockholm, Sweden, 11 - 13 October 2011, Auditing transport related environmental issues

9th Annual EUROSAI WGEA meeting, Stockholm, 
Sweden, 11 - 13 October 2011

Auditing transport related environmental 
issues

The UK NAO perspective

M J Popplewell, NAO



9th Annual EUROSAI WGEA meeting, Stockholm, Sweden, 11 - 13 October 2011, Auditing transport related environmental issues

Auditing transport related environmental issues

Transport and the environment:

Options for scrutiny

 Options for Committee scrutiny

 Transport trends

 Transport impacts

 Government responsibilities 
and instruments 
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Options for scrutiny
 Relevant public bodies. The Department for Transport has an interest in most 

aspects of transport policy, supported by agencies such as the Highways Agency.  
The Treasury is responsible for a number of fiscal measures. There is also a 
significant role for local government.

 Policy tools and techniques. The Government’s New Approach to Transport 
Appraisal is under review. There are increasing expectations of regional 
development plans and local transport plans as they cope with growing numbers of 
people in particular areas, such as South East England.

 Important developments. For example: the Crossrail project; the proposed High 
Speed Rail link to Birmingham; incentives for low energy cars;  the introduction of 
electric vehicle charging network &c. 

 Important policy instruments. For example: vehicle emissions regulations; the 
Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation; road pricing; behaviour change campaigns; 
inclusion of aviation in the EU Emissions Trading Scheme; and tax measures such as 
Vehicle Excise Duty.
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Options for scrutiny
5. Mode of travel. Road, rail, air and sea are the modes with greatest environmental 

impacts. But the alternatives of walking and cycling present greener (and healthier) 
alternatives. The Committee could look at modal shift – encouraging greener 
options – as well as modal integration.

6. Type of impact – on air, land and water. Air splits into greenhouse gases (and climate 
change) and air quality. There has been much attention to greenhouse gases and air 
quality in recent times, but less focus on land and water.

7. Purpose. The primary distinction here is between moving people and moving goods.
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The EAC Briefing on air quality provided:

 Background on air quality and the effects of 
pollution on health and the environment 

 EU targets and UK objectives and performance in 
the UK against them

 Government policies and instruments to tackle 
air pollution

 How government bodies were organised to 
deliver better air quality
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Main findings relating to transport

 Air pollution is caused by the release into the atmosphere of chemicals and particles 
which are considered harmful to human health, vegetation or ecosystems. Such 
emissions occur naturally but also arise from human activity, particularly from the 
combustion of fossil fuels in industrial processes and transport.

 The Department for the Environment is responsible for air quality policy in the UK. A 
key source of air pollution, however, is the transport sector. Road transport is 
responsible for up to 70% of air pollutants in urban areas. The Department for 
Transport therefore has a key role in delivering cleaner air through policies such as 
the implementation of improved emission standards for new vehicles.


