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Protection of Nature in 
National Parks

• National parks (NPs) – one of 8 types 

of protected areas in  Poland

• National parks and reserves - the most

restrictive conservation regime

• 23 national parks = 1% area of Poland



Protection of Nature
Basic Rules

Prohibited:
• Business or agricultural activity 

• Construction or extension of buildings 
and installations

• Harvesting, destroying or intentionally 
damaging  plants or fungi/mushrooms 

• Use of chemical or biological plant
protection products or fertilizers

• Hunting



Protection of Nature in 
National Parks

• 8 NPs: part of the World Network of Biosphere 

Reserves established under the UNESCO 

programme "Man and the Biosphere"

• 7 parks: RAMSAR Sites designated under the 

Convention on Wetlands of International 

Importance, especially as Waterfowl Habitat

(Ramsar Convention)

• 2 parks: part of the HELCOM BSPA (Baltic Sea 

Protected Areas)



National Parks’ Activity

• Nature conservation incl. management 

of particular recources

• Scientific investigation

• Monitoring

• Education

• Tourism

• Administration



Audits of National Park
conducted by the NIK

2000 – Functioning of national parks

2003 – Implementation the international 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
(Rio de Janeiro, 5 June 1992)

2005 - Functioning of national parks as regards
the conservation, sustainable use and
restoration of natural resources –
cooperative audit for 4 transborder 
parks conducted jointly by NIK 
and the Slovak SAI



Audits of National Park
conducted by the NIK cont.
2005 - Impact of forest

management on the
condition of the Białowieża
Forest – conducted jointly by NIK
the SAI of Belarus 

2007 - Implementation of Natura
2000 network

2010 - Management of property
belonging to the State
Treasury



Audit Results

• Number of irregularities:

- lack management plans

- poor organisation

- imprecise definition of boundaries

- incomplete land ownership status

- expansion of alien species 

- uncoordinated tourism management

•Number evidence of NPs great role in the 

conservation of natural, homeostatic ecosystems, 

and biodiversity.



Traditional nature conservation
Is it out of fashion?



2011-2020
UN’s Biodiversity Decade

• EU 2020 Biodiversity Strategy

"Halting the loss of biodiversity and 
the degradation of ecosystem services in
the EU by 2020, and restoring them in so
far as feasible, while stepping up the EU 
contribution to averting global biodiversity
loss„

• Focus on Natura 2000

• No references to protection of biodiversity
in NPs



Why Cooperative Audit of 
National Parks would be 

recommended?

• To improve methods and efficiency of NPs’

activity

• To show NPs’ role in biodiversity protection

• To develop international good practice 

for NPs



Possible audit scope?

• NPs as part of the World Network 
of Biosphere Reserves established under
the UNESCO programme "Man and the
Biosphere

• NPs as RAMSAR Sites designated under
the Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance, especially as Waterfowl Habitat
(Ramsar Convention)

• NPs as part of the HELCOM BSPA (Baltic
Sea Protected Areas)



Possible audit scope?

• Nature conservation incl. management 

of particular recources 

• Scientific investigation

• Monitoring

• Education

• Tourism

• Administration



Next steps

1. Formal declaration of interested SAIs

2. Meeting of interested SAIs (begining 

of 2012) 

• Choosing the audit coordinator

• Discussing suggested scope of the audit







Thank you 

for your attention




