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THE LAKE PARTICULARS

 Lake Victoria is the second largest water 
body in the World and the first largest in 
Africa. Surface area of 68,800 Km2 and a 
catchments 184,000 Km2  area.

 A shared water body

 Tanzania owns (51%)

 Kenya (6%), 

 Uganda (43%)



WHY THIS AUDIT 
Main environmental challenges 

Facing  the lake 

 Reduced fish stocks

 Decline in biodiversity

 Increased sedimentation/nutrient load

 Variable and declining water levels

 Resurgence of water hyacinth



WHY THIS AUDIT cont…
 Increased industrial waste

Destruction of wetlands

Climate change

 Increased population pressure

Greater demand for water 
usage



Main Environmental stresses facing 
Lake Victoria

 Stresses within the lake – e.g. over-fishing, oil spills, 
untreated liquid wastes, water hyacinth, over-abstraction of 
water from the lake

 Stresses on littoral zones – e.g. construction and farming 
in shoreline, conversion of wetlands, poor solid wastes 
management

 Stresses from the basin – e.g. land degradation, 
deforestation, inflow of water hyacinth, pollution from 
agro-chemicals, sediment loads, poor solid waste 
management

 Stresses from outside the basin – e.g. nutrients (N and P) 
transported into the basin by air, climate change etc



Small Scale Mining- Mara Region





Kagera River-Discharging water in to 
lake Victoria -Turbidity

 



Result of mining; Chemicals



 

Forest fire 



Overgrazing 



Over cultivation 



Deteriorating Water 
Quality



Declining Lake Levels



Over-exploited Natural 
Resources

 Logs of tree from 
natural forests



Resurgence of the Water 
Hyacinth



JOINT ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT ON LAKE 
VICTORIORIA

This joint environmental audit on
lake Victoria will be conducted
jointly by the East African
community SAIs i.e. Burundi,
Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and
Uganda



PURPOSE OF THE JOINT ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUDIT ON LAKE 

The purpose of the audit is to assess
the decline of fish stocks and
biodiversity in the lake basin

The audit team shall understand the
fisheries problem along the lines of
management and environment



The mean biomass in tones of Nile perch, 

sardine and ‘others’ in Lake Victoria,

2005-2010

Year Nile perch Sardine Others Total 

2005 543, 700 495,400 438,700 1,477,800

2006 675,700 1,011,450 494,200 2,181,350

2007 517,800 1,055,550 404,450 1,977,800

2008 298,394 1,109,94 625,330 2,033,668

2009 331,067 1,132,174 654,863 2,118,103

2010 367,800 1,079,400 528,200 1,975,400



Progress sor far 

 The Work plan was developed  and 
agreed that activities to be  harmonized

 The preliminary study report to be 
finished by January, 2011

 The main study audit is expected to be 
tabled by  November, 2011




