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Highlights of WG13 -

3th Meeting

7 to 11 June 2010 in Guilin,
Guangxi, China

131 participants from 62 SAls and international
organisations

Highly productive meeting in terms of INTOSAI
WGEA work plan and enabled SAls to gain useful
Insight to selected important environmental topics,
the central of them being climate change.
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Highlights of WG13 cont.

Meeting agenda

« Approval of six new documents;

* Approval of the new work plan for 2011-2013,
projects of which were open for SAls to sign up as
participants;

 Introduction of INTOSAI Development Initiative

Transregional Capacity Building Programme on
Environmental Auditing;

e Discussion of XX INCOSAI Theme Il paper.
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Highlights of WG13 cont. i

-
a0 .

« Key-note speakers

« Seven parallel sessions

— Climate change
« Mitigation
« Adaptation
— Mining
— Sustainable energy
— Forestry
— Fisheries

— Environmental accounting

The minutes of the meeting, other materials and
photos on www.environmental-auditing.org @
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http://www.environmental-auditing.org/
http://www.environmental-auditing.org/
http://www.environmental-auditing.org/

Wrap-up of 2008-10 Work Plan
Finalised documents

@‘

Environmental Accounting:

Current Status and Options for SAls

0

Auditing Mining:

Guidance for Supreme Audit

stitutions

Auditing Sustainable Energy

Guidance for Supreme Audit Institutions

Auditing the Government
Response to Climate Change

Guidance for Supreme Audit Institutions

Auditing Sustainable
Fisheries Management:

Guidance for Supreme Audit Institutions

2010

Auditing Forests:

Guidance for Supreme Audit Institutions

2010
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About WGEA

WGEA Activities
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Focus on Climate Change
= E-Learning Course

Focus on Waste
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Greenlines Newsletter

Environmental Audits Worldwide

SAl Contacts & Mandates

Learning Centre

External Links

Nature Cameras

Photo Gallery

NEWS & EVENTS

= WG13 Minutes

= Final draft documents of the 2008-
2010 Wark Plan

= INTOSAI WGEA introduces global
trends in environmental auditing at
COP15in Copenhagen.

= [lorocco joins the Steering Committee

= Working Group and the Steering
Committee have a New Member

= Upcoming SC and WG meetings

Home » Focus on Climate Change & Print # E-mail £J RSS

FOCUS ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Auditing the Government Response to Climate Change

Through the United Nations Framewaork Convention on Climate Change and its Kyote Protocel, governments around the
world are dedicating significant resources to combat the threats posed by climate change. The INTOSAI WGEA guidance
materials on auditing the government response to climate change aim to inspire auditors to conduct more climate change
audits and to provide useful information on how to design such audits.

The guidance materials are based on a four-step approach to desian climate change audits, with a particular emphasis on
risk analysis. It focuses on both, mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions and adaptation to the impacts of climate change.

The Guidance materials consist on three main outputs:

= Guide "Auditing the Government Response to Climate Change”
= E-Learning Course
= Training Course

The Guide "Auditing the Government Response to Climate Change: Guidance for Supreme Audit Institutions" includes
hackground information on climate change, its causes and impacts; an overview of the main international commitments;

criteria for good governance in relation to climate change policy; and an overview of possible risk areas and audit Q
questions.
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Climate Change Audit E-Learning Course

Module 1: Introduction to Climate Change
The purpose of this module is to understand what climate change is and why it is important to auditthe government's
response to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions and to adapt to the future climate changes.

Click here to start Module 1

Module 2-5: Planning Mitigation and Adaptation Audits
The purpose of these Modules is to help the auditor understand how to use the four step process to plan climate change
audits. The scope in each case rise different challenges when identifying risks and designing the audits.

Module 2: Plan a Mitigation Audit When the Response Involves Several Ministries

The purpase of this Module is to assistthe auditor when identifying risks and desiagning an audit where there have been

identified climate threats in several sectors, and different sector ministries are involved. How should the auditor prioritize
among the different emission sectors, when deciding the scope of the audit? It is useful to have finished Module 1 before
salving this case.

Click here to start Module 2

Module 3: Plan an Adaptation Audit Covering the Overall Framework of Policies

The purpose of this Module is to introduce to the auditor to the need of sufficient information and governance in the overall
level. How to design an adaptation audit covering the overall level? It is useful to have finished Module 1 before solving this
case.

Click here to start Module 3

Module 4: Plan a Mitigation Audit Focusing on Certain Policy Instruments

The purpose of this Module is to give an introduction to marked based policy tools, such as the flexible mechanisms
developed under the Kyoto Protocol. How should the auditor consider econamy, efficiency and effectiveness when auditing
the government's use ofthose instruments? It is useful to have finished Module 1 and 2 before solving this case.

Click here to start Module 4
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FOCUS ON BIODIVERSITY

Biodiversity is a growing concern within the international community—the loss of different species of animals, plants, and
micro-organisms is accelerating. Life on Earth depends on nature. Humans need the diversity of nature for important
services, such as food and water resources. Nature is also a source of economic opportunities. Protecting biodiversity is in
everybody's interest because its loss could eventually lead to the

extinction of species,

loss of genetic diversity,

global spread of commeon plants and animals, and

major changes in the way the ecosystems—which are essential to humans (for example, pharmaceutical products, food,
timber and air and water purification)—function.

In recent years, biodiversity has been one of the most frequently audited subjects among Supreme Audit Institutions (SAls).
Many SAls intend to conduct audits of biodiversity in the future. For this reason, the WGEA established biodiversity as the
central theme for its work in 2005-2007.

In addition to developing a guidance document ahout auditing biodiversity issues, the WGEA decided to make information
on biodiversity accessible to all INTOSAI members and the general public. This homepage describes how to audit
biodiversity issues and may be a useful starting point for SAls that are planning audits in this area.

Enjoy!

Nots
these sources.

provide several e-links to other web sites through this home page. We cannct guarantss the gquslity of the information provided by

How to audit biodiversity issues?
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Wrap-up of 2008-10 Work Plan cont.

« Multi-region coordinated audit of climate change
report Coordinated International Audit on Climate
Change: The Climate Is Changing - How Are
Governments Performing?

« The Sixth Survey analyses is completed and report
IS ready (Estonia)

 Web enhancements (RSS feed, e-mail updates),
visual identity (Estonia)

« Greenlines (USA)

%
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Introducing the materials in and outside
the community and where to find them

Introductive brochure with a CD including nine
projects
— Guidance materials and the study, coordinated climate

change audit, WGEA-UNEP document on MEAS, 6th
survey

Poster files to be included in the brochure

Documents available on INTOSAI WGEA website

A few printed copies, e.qg. for libraries
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New Work Plan for 2011-13 1

Research projects

« Land use/land management practices Iin
environmental perspective (Morocco)

 Environmental data (Canada)
* Environment and sustainability reporting (Finland)

 Environmental issues associated with infrastructure
(UK)

« Wildlife conservation and tourism (Lesotho) @
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New Work Plan for 2011-13 2

Guidance materials

« Update the 2004 guidance material on Auditing
Water Issues: Experiences of Supreme Audit
Institutions (USA)

« Guidance material on fraud and corruption in
environmental auditing (Norway)

@
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New Work Plan for 2011-13 3

Reqgional perspective

« Encourage regions to design and carry out a
regional cooperative audit. Regional coordinators
and member SAls to identify and pursue topics of
common interest, select the audit coordinator, and
define the precise scope and form of cooperation.

* Regional coordinators are encouraged to convene
at least one meeting of the regional working group
on environmental auditing during 2011-2013 and to
deliver and disseminate at least one training course
(.e. biodiversity, climate change, forestry) at
planned meetings. @
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New Work Plan for 2011-13 4

General projects

 Compendium of SAls country papers focusing on
the topics in RIO +20 agenda (Brazil/Canada)

« Develop a forestry training “module”

« Develop a mining training “module”

« Greenlines newsletter

« Undertake the seventh survey

« Annual collection of environmental audits worldwide

%
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Next meetings

« 10th Steering Committee meeting, March 2011 in
Morocco

« 14th Working Group meeting, November 2011 in
Argentina

e 11th Steering Committee meeting, mid-2012, place
tbd

e 15th Working Group meeting, June 2013 in Estonia

@
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Current activities of the Secretariat 1

« Annual audit collection — your SAIl's environmental
audits are expected by 15 October 2010.

* Finalise the INTOSAI WGEA-UNEP Primer for
Auditors in Auditing the Implementation of
Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAS)

* Finalise all other open items related to 2008-10 work
plan

« Launch the new work plan, e.g. project plans and
timelines, meetings

@

INTOSAI
EUROSAI WGEA, 5-7 October 2010 17 e



Current activities of the Secretariat 2

« Upcoming XX INCOSAI in South Africa

— report on past activities and submit the 2011-13 work plan

— INTOSAI WGEA side event/reception and release of the
Coordinated International Audit on Climate Change: The
Climate Is Changing - How Are Governments Performing?

« UNFCCC COP16

— 29 November-10 December 2010 in Cancun, Mexico

— Consolidated application for a side event with Action for a
Global Climate Community

— Topic: Providing Accountability in the Response to Climate
Change at National and International Levels
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INTOSAI WGEA Secretariat

%

INTOSAI
EUROSAI WGEA, 5-7 October 2010 19 oring Grou,



Thank you!
www.environmental-auditing.org
InNfo@wgea.org
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