
One of the areas of activity 

of the State Control Committee of the Republic of Belarus 

is the control over measures taken by government bodies 

to prevent and suppress environmental damage.
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Problems of conservation 

and development 

of the European eel population
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Inland water reservoirs 

of Belarus are part of natural 

trophic eel`s areal
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Zap. Dvina (Daugava) River Basin

Neman River Basin 

Historically eel came in a natural way up to 50s of the XX century 

from the Baltic Sea upward the Western Dvina (Daugava) 

and Neman (Nemunas) Rivers and its feeders up to its damming

Baltic 
Sea
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Eel started its life cycle as small

transparent larva called Leptocephalus.

When approaching the European coast,

the larvae metamorphose into a transparent

larval stage called "glass eel",

enter estuaries, and start migrating

upstream.

After entering their continental habitat,

the glass eels metamorphose into elvers,

miniature versions of the adult eels.

As the eel grows, it becomes known

as a "yellow eel" due to the brownish-

yellow color of their sides and belly.

After 5–20 years in fresh or brackish

water, the eels become sexually mature,

their eyes grow larger, their flanks become

silver, and their bellies white in color.

In this stage, the eels are known

as "silver eels", and they begin

their migration back to the Sargasso Sea

to spawn.
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During a slope in the Sargasso Sea, a large amount

of eel dies in the turbines of hydroelectric power

stations; when juveniles return, dams often become

an insurmountable barrier for them.
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Hydroelectric Power 

Station

River Founded

Kegums (Latvia) Zap. Dvina (Daugava) 1940

Plyavinsky (Latvia) Zap. Dvina (Daugava) 1966

Riga (Latviya) Zap. Dvina (Daugava) 1974

Kaunas (Lithuania) Neman (Neris) 1960

When hydroelectric power station started to work it blocks the Eel migration 

path (from water bodies) in Belarus
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Kaunas hydro-

electric power

station

Lakes of 

Naroch group

Free-flowing way of the European eel migration 

from Belarussian water reservoirs to the Baltic sea
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Lithuania



Quantity of water reservoirs in Belarus 

stocked with eel in different periods
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Since 2008 the deliveries of eel (stocking material) to Belarus 

have been discontinued in accordance with 

the the EU Council decree from 18.09.2007 № 1100/2007
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Zap. Dvina River Basin

Viliya River Basin 

Lakes of “Braslav Lakes” 

National Park 

Lakes of 

“Narochansky” 

National Park 

Basic lake systems of Belarus stocked with eel
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More than 10 thousand lakes in Belarus

Potentially there are 318 lakes 

with total territory of more than

91 thousand ha which can 

be used as eel nursery grounds
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Belarus could make accent

on stocking Viliya (Neris) river basin

Besides the lakes of “Narochansky”

National Park there is great potential

in their river basin for eel

Сорочанские озера

12

Republican Landscape Reserve 

“Sorochanskie Lakes”

14 lakes which are going one by one as 

integrated water chain of 18 km



There are technical capacities 

enabling to increase 

the survival of the stocking 

material by keeping it for 

a longer period and rearing of 

glass eel on specialized fish-

breeding farms (there are 5 

such fish-breeding farms 

in Belarus)

Specialized glass eel facility 

on the Vazha Lake (Obsterno lakes 

group, Western Dvina River basin)
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