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development, trends and availability
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COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) No 1210/90 7 May 1990
32 member and 7 cooperating countries

THE EUROPEAN
ENVIRONMENT

STATE AND OUTLOOK 2010

SYNTHESIS




SEIS and related EU policy instruments

ENVIRONMENT

European Commission > Environment > SEIS

Home

Introduction
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What benefits will SEIS bring?
SEIS and eGovernment
Funding opportunities
Real-life e-Environment examples

Citizens right to access
environmental information

Electronic Reporting
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How to appreciate.
e-Environment services

Leaming from experience
Public Sector Information
SEIS related projects
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Newsletter Archive

Documents

a) SEIS

Who's who | Policies | Integration | Funding | Law |

Shared Environmental Information System

Why is SEIS needed?

Timely, reliable and relevant information on the state of the environment is essential for sound policy making. Policy
makers and the public need to know in a timely manner how the climate is changing, whether European waters are
becoming cleaner or more polluted, how nature is reacting to pollution and changing land use and whether policies are
effective. This information should be made available to all in a way that everyone can understand the changes to the
environment and their impact.

The Sixth Environment Action Programme (6EAF) confirmed that sound
information an the state of the environment and on key trends, pressures
and drivers for environmental change is essential for the development of
effective policy and its implementation, and for empowering citizens more
generally. As the environment is a public good that belongs to everyone, it is
equally essential that this information be widely shared and available.

The need for sharing environmental information

More than 70 of the several hundred pieces of environmental legislation in
force in the European Union reguire Member States to report on specific
aspects of the environment within their territory. A large amount of
environmental data is thus collected by various levels of public authorities
throughout the EU.

This information is used to analyse trends and pressures on the environment
and is vital when drawing up policy or assessing whether policy is effective or
being properly implemented. At present, this weslth of information is neither
nd the

made available in a timely manner nor in a format that policy maker
public can readily understand and use. This is due to a range of obstacles of
a legal, financial, technical or procedural nature.

communication 1/2008

c) SEIS staff working paper 6/2012
(EU internal)
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Shared environmental information system

SEIS T Shared Environmental

European Commission > Environment » Law > Implementation

Information System

| Sitemap | What's ne arch | Legal notice

English (en) |

Legisl

Crime

Links

b)

Implementation

Liability

Aarhus Convention

Home | Who's who | Policies ‘ Integration ‘ Funding ‘ Law ‘ Resources | News & Developments

ation

Compliance Promotion
Communication on Improving the delivery of benefits from EU environment measures: building
confidence through better knowledge and responsiveness

On 7 March 2012 the Commission adopted the Communication on Improving the delivery of benefits from EU
environment measur uilding confidence through better knowledge and responsiveness. For further information
see the press release (IP/12/220), the citizens' summary and Questions & Answers.

A high level of environmental protection is one of the fundamental objectives of the European Union. However, the
|atest state of the environment reports show serious implementation concerns in key areas, such as, biodiversity,
water, waste and air.

Implementation has a cost. But the cost of non-implementation is very often much higher. The costs of not

implementing current legislation are broadly estimated at around €50 billion a year in health costs and direct costs to
the environment. The Communication also underlines the benefits of environmental law and advantages it can bring to
the industry. In the waste sector alone full implementation would generate an additional 400,000 jobs with net costs

that are €72 billion less than non-implementation.

Better and more consistent implementation would not only help to achieve the objectives for a cleaner and healthier
environment but also to ensure 3 more level playing field and incentives for green growth.

Communication on better implementation
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SEISprinciples and building blocks

Data and information are:

A Managed as close as possible to its source.
A Collected once, and shared with others for many

purposes.
A Readily available to easily fulfil reporting
obligations.
A Easily accessible to all users. _ COOperation
A Accessible to enable comparisons at the
appropriate geographical scale, and citizen = Conte nt
participation. - Infrastructure

A Fully available to the general public, and at the
national level in the relevant national
language(s).

A Supported through common, free open software
standards.
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Ecosystem Economy
(natural capital) (manufactured and

financial capital)

goal: maintain

ecological resilience goal: improve
resource efficiency

EU2020: sust. grow

EU2020; smart growth
Human well™»

(social andAtimamegpital)

goal: enhance social equity
and fair burden-sharing

EU2020: inclusive growth
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EEA SOE reports and other SOE reports

Global level
European level
NEUl I EIRIAYE]

Sub-national level
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Reporting relies on environmental information pyramid I

(MDIAR)
: Report

THE EUROPEAN

Assessments
Indicators

Data

ENV!RONHENT

Monitoring
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http://www.eea.europa.eu/soer/synthesis/synthesis
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Indicators as key EEA instrument
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Indicators and geospatial data

Core Set of Indicators (CSI):
A Aprox . 1/3 of CSI use geospatial data as input sources

A CSI 004/ CSI 005/ CSI007/CSI008/CSI012/CSI 014/
CSI1019/CSI020/CSI1021/CSI1 022/ CSI1 023 /CSI 033

EEA: Other data providers:
A AirBase Crltlcal loads data base Coordination
A Bathing Water status : ™~ Centre for Effects, EMEP
A Conservation status of habitat types A Modelled deposition estimates for
and species (Article 17 Habitats sulphur and nitrogen EMEP
Directive) A Eurostat Urban Audit
A Corine Land Cover A GIS data ESRI
A Corine Land Cover Changes A KNMI European Climate Assessment
A Natura 2000 A NASA Global temperature data
A Nationally designated areas A FAO Fishery data
A WaterBase A ICES Cod and mackerel spawning stock
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Example: CSI 008 o Designated areas
(biodiversity)

' &

Generic metadata

Topics: Indicator codes

= CSI 008
- Biodiversity (Primary topic) hical .
SeeaLill el Gttt Are Natura 2000 objectives being met?

“ MNatural resources

I Foicy inst ; Progress in fulfilling the objectives of the Natura 2000 network is assessed in two ways for the

CICY INSTRLments
Habitats Directive:

@ Tags:
assessment08 | CSI008 | natural | s the proposal and designation by EU Member States of sufficient Natura 2000 sites that are

biodiversity | policy | CSI ' home to species and habitats of European concern; and
DPSIR: Response e ciopis s the extent to which the designation of such sites is effective in achieving favourable
Typology: Descriptive indicator (Type A conservation status for those species and habitats
- What is happening to the environment EU25, EU27, EU12, EU1S, P '

and to humans?) EFTA4, EEA32, Albania, Bosnia

and Herzegovina, Croatia, . Data S O u rC es :
Monaco, Montenegro, Serbia
Natura 2000
Fig. 3: Cumulative surface Nationally designated areas

area of sites designated for

EC Habitats Directive over C D DA

time (Sites of Community
Importance - SCIs)

Note: N/A
Data source:
Natura 2000 EUNIS database

Downloads and more info
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