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SoEF 2011 provides a comprehensive and balanced, 

fact-based, picture of sustainable forest management 

in Europe 

ÅTwo years of work, led by UNECE/FAO and 

FOREST EUROPE Liaison Unit Oslo, with input 

from 400 correspondents and experts, 60 

authors and 27 national and international 

organisations 

ÅAddresses policy challenges 

ÅThe best ever information on Europeôs forests 



 
Some basics: 

 

Forest area: 

1,000,000,000 ha (25% of world total) 

 



Forest cover:  

45% of total land area (32% without Russia), EU ï 37.6% 

. 

EU - 157 



Change of forest area: +0.8 million ha/year 

  



A few headlines from SoEF 2011 

Criteria 1-3: resource, health, production 

Å870 million tons of CO2 are removed from the 

atmosphere each year by European forests 

ÅSulphur deposition has decreased, but nitrogen 

deposition is often over critical loads 

ÅForests are damaged by insects, disease, storm, 

game and fire 

ÅMarketed roundwood is worth over ú20 billion 

ÅMost forests have a management plan 



Ratio of felling to net annual increment, 2010 



Protected Forests 



Criteria 4-6: biodiversity, protection, socio-economic 

aspects 

ÅArea of protected forests is expanding: in 

Europe (without Russia), forests protected for 

biodiversity or landscape are 19% of the total 

ÅForest management practices increasingly 

promote the conservation and sustainable use of 

biodiversity 

Å26% undisturbed, mostly in Russia 

ÅAbout 1% of GDP and 4 million jobs in the forest 

sector 



Share of public and private forest, 2005 

~30 million private holdings  
 



Wood energy consumption per capita rural population, 2010 


