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Transport and the environment:

Options for scrutiny

ÂOptions for Committee scrutiny

ÂTransport trends

ÂTransport impacts

ÂGovernment responsibilities 
and instruments 
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Options for scrutiny
Â Relevant public bodies. The Department for Transport has an interest in most 

aspects of transport policy, supported by agencies such as the Highways Agency.  
The Treasury is responsible for a number of fiscal measures. There is also a 
significant role for local government.

Â Policy tools and techniques�ä�����Š�‡���
�‘�˜�‡�”�•�•�‡�•�–�ï�•�����‡�™�����’�’�”�‘�ƒ�…�Š���–�‘�����”�ƒ�•�•�’�‘�”�–��
Appraisal is under review. There are increasing expectations of regional 
development plans and local transport plans as they cope with growing numbers of 
people in particular areas, such as South East England.

Â Important developments. For example: the Crossrail project; the proposed High 
Speed Rail link to Birmingham; incentives for low energy cars;  the introduction of 
electric vehicle charging network &c. 

Â Important policy instruments. For example: vehicle emissions regulations; the 
Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation; road pricing; behaviour change campaigns; 
inclusion of aviation in the EU Emissions Trading Scheme; and tax measures such as 
Vehicle Excise Duty.


