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WGEA membership (1)
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• 71 member SAIs

• WGEA Steering
Committee:

- Argentina

- Brazil

- Canada

- China

- Egypt

- Estonia

- Finland

- India

- Indonesia

- Lesotho

- Morocco

- New Zealand

- Norway

- Tanzania

- United Kingdom

- United States



WGEA membership (2)
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• Coordinators of RWGEAs:
- ACAG/PASAI: New Zealand

- AFROSAI: Tanzania

- ARABOSAI: Egypt

- ASOSAI: China

- EUROSAI: Norway

- OLACEFS: Argentina

C:/intosai/wgea.nsf/viewHTML/arabosai.htm!OpenDocument&nav=arabosai
C:/intosai/wgea.nsf/viewHTML/olacef.htm!OpenDocument&nav=olacef
C:/intosai/wgea.nsf/viewHTML/spasai.htm!OpenDocument&nav=spasai
C:/intosai/wgea.nsf/viewHTML/afrosai.htm!OpenDocument&nav=afrosai
C:/intosai/wgea.nsf/viewHTML/asosai.htm!OpenDocument&nav=asosai
C:/intosai/wgea.nsf/viewHTML/eurosai.htm!OpenDocument&nav=eurosai


WGEA’s work plan for 2011-2013
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• Continues to link its logic to the strategic goals of 
INTOSAI
– Goal 1: up-date existing and develop new guidance materials and conduct 

research studies on emerging topics in environmental auditing field

– Goal 2: facilitate concurrent, joint and coordinated audits

– Goal 3: enhance information dissemination, exchange, and training

– Goal 4: increase cooperation between the WGEA, international organizations 
and other INTOSAI bodies

• New feature - research project
– for exploring topics on which thorough research should be done before best 

practice and future trends can be recognised

– does not give guidance nor elaborate necessarily much on how to audit the 
topic

– introduction to and relevance of the topic, hints to best governance practices, 
overview of the audit work done in the given field



Online database of environmental audits
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Greenlines
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Guidance materials 2008-10



Preparation of guidance materials
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– Research project on land use and management practices (SAI 
Morocco)

– Research project on the topic of environmental data (SAIs Canada and 
USA)

– Research project on environmental issues associated with 
infrastructure (SAI UK)

– Research project on the impact of tourism on wildlife conservation 
(SAI Lesotho)

– Research project on environment and sustainability reporting (SAI 
Finland)

– Update of the 2004 guidance material Auditing Water Issues: 
Experiences of Supreme Audit Institutions (SAI USA)

– Guidance material on how to integrate fraud and corruption issues 
into the auditing of environmental and natural resource management 
(SAI Norway)



Recent and upcoming meetings 

• The 10th meeting of the WGEA Steering Commitee in Marrakech, Morocco,  
8-11 March 2011:

– 38 participants from 15 countries

– all the projects in the  WGEA’s 2011-2013 

work plan reviewed and approved

• Upcoming: the 14th meeting of the WGEA Assembly in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, 7-10 November 2011:

– working sessions on work plan topics

– key note addresses by ACCA, INTERPOL, OECD,

Transparency International, UNEP, World Bank

– training day “Environmental Auditing for Beginners”

– approximately 145 participating delegates from

60 countries,  among them15 Auditor Generals

– 11th meeting of the WGEA Steering Committee
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International cooperation

1562nd meeting of INTOSAI Governing Board Vienna, October 2011

• Good working relations continuously maintained with UNEP, World 
Bank, OECD, UNFCCC etc.

• New contacts in this working period: ACCA, INTERPOL, 
Transparency International

• Application made to participate at the COP17 in Durban, South Africa 
29 Nov-9 Dec 2011

• INTOSAI WGEA intends to be also present at the Rio+20 
Conference in 2012 in Rio de Jainero, Brazil
– WGEA’s special project team is preparing 

a paper on SAI experiences on related topics

• Co-sponsoring of the World Congress on Justice, Governance  
and Law for Environmental Sustainability prior to Rio+20 with 
UNEP



Transition of the WGEA’s Chair

1662nd meeting of INTOSAI Governing Board Vienna, October 2011

• Transition of the WGEA’s Chair is planned, starting from the 
beginning of the next work plan period of 2014-2017

• Selection of the new Chair at the 11th WGEA Steering 
Committee meeting in Buenos Aires, 11 November 2011:
– candidates expected to present their vision and capacity to chair the 

working group

– round of questions from the SC members

– no voting – consensus-based decision

• The next Chair will be involved in the process of developing 
the WGEA’s work plan for 2014-2017, smooth transition will be 
aimed at.



Thank you!

www.environmental-auditing.org
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