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‘I\/Iinistry of Environment of the Slovak Republic

Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic is a central bodY of state administration
responsible for environmental protection and development including:

 nature and landscape protection, protection and control of trade with endangered species of wild
fauna and flora — Directorate for Nature, Biodiversity and Landscape Protection

* water management, flood protection, protection of water quality and quantity and its rational
usage, fisheries with the exception of aquaculture and sea fishing

e air, ozone layer and climate protection

e environmental aspects of planning

e waste management

e assessment of environmental impacts

e provision of a unified information system on environment and area monitoring
e geological research and exploration

e genetically modified organisms
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‘Nature, Biodiversity and Landscape Protection

e Main goal- implementation of Natura 2000 and protected areas in Slovakia

» Implementation of all biodiversity-oriented and relevant conventions:
e Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and Nagoya protocol

* Implementation of the Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES)
Carpathian Convention

Ramsar Convention

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern convention)
Convention on Migratory Species (Bonn convention)

International Whaling Committee (IWC)

UNESCO, European Diploma, European Landscape Convention

* Working on MAES (Mapping and Analysing of Ecosystem Services)
e |nvasive Alien Species

* Implementation of laws and acts for Nature and Landscape Protection and
protection of endangered species
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‘State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic

Expert organisation under the Ministry of Environment of the Slovak
republic, dealing with nature and landscape protection in Slovakia

 Established on 1st of Julyin 2000

e Central office located in the centre of
Slovakia, in Banska Bystrica M3y I SR

Hranice pésobnosti organizaénych jednotiek SOP SR - februar 2015

W\
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Responsibilities of the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak
Republic

e Research, monitoring, preparation of methodologies
* International cooperation

e Education and awareness raising

* Implementation of relevant projects
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‘Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

* Interlinkages with other strategic preparations, synergies with other
conventions, dealing with intelinkages with other environmental sectors
(climate change, water protection, soil protection, etc.) as well as links to
other sectors and topics, mainstreaming of biodiversityfagriculture,
forestry, fisheries, tourism and others)

e Links to the international, EU and national processes and work

* Implementation of the Convention through national strategy and action
plan 2011 — 2020 (5 objectives 9goals 167activities) — strategy and action

plan adapted to the global and EU strategy, but without Aichi targets
mentioned

= prepared together with stakeholders and other ministries, most of the
important sectors and issues covered, but some still missing (health, mining,
processing sector), or they are new (synthetic biology, DSI, new financial

tools), new strategy and actlondplan will be necessary (after Post 2020 global
biodiversity framework finalised)
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‘EU strategy vs. National Strategy and Action Plan

EUBIodiversity Strategy

» Protectspeciesand habitats (Targetl)

 Maintain and restore ecosystemgTarget2)

e Achievemore sustainableagriculture and forestry (Target3)
* Make fishingmore sustainableand seashealthier (Target4)
 Combatinvasivealien specieqTargetb)

» Helpstop the lossof globalbiodiversity (Target6)

+ horizontal measuregfinancing partnership, knowledgebase)



‘EU strategy vs. National Strategy and Action Plan

National Strategyand Action Plan
e Thematic area A: Nature Conservation (especially Natura 2000)

* Thematic area B: Preservation and enhancement of ecosystems and their
services

* Thematic area C: Protection of biodiversity in national policies on
agriculture, forestry and fisheries

 Thematic area D: Fight against invasive species

* Thematic area E: Reduction of pressures on biodiversity and the rational use
of genetic resources

e Thematic area F: Improvement of the cooperation and synergies between
the environmental and other sector policies on measures aimed at reducing
the ecological footprint in terms of international cooperation, and
increasing support for education, training and research in this field

+financing
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| Mainstreaming biodiversity

= halt the loss of biodiversity
 What is it? What does it mean to protect biodiversity?

e Why is it important and why it is not only the task of the ministries of
environment?

= dependence of other sectors on nature and biodiversity — should be obligatory for
all, who somehow depends on it

BUT

= also dependence of MoE and State Nature Conservancy on other ministries and
institutions work is necessary, cannot be achieved alone (this is still rather weak,
although, it is improving slowly)

* |PBES global assessment helped to increase awareness on biodiversity and _
ecosystem services, although it started to be already important topic last 3 years in
general public and it is still becoming more and more important

e Post 2020 global biodiversity framework will be important (including
transforamative change)
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‘Audltlng biodiversity
e Be clear, what is biodiversity, why it is important and what are we looking
for
e Sector to which we are looking for?

* From the basic entrance to the end — if looking at agriculture, from
subsidies, management to the final products — what we achieved? Positive
or negative impacts of subsidies?

* Link to the mapping, monitoring and proper reporting is necessary
Helpof auditorsin biodiversity protection is very big anduseful

= get the results from auditors, reports and conclusions should be better
spreaded, explained, promoted (for the EU level, it is working rather well, but
on national level, it is rather poor)

- work of NGOs is significant here, they have good results and information
from the ground
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. ‘Auditing biodiversity

e Results from audits could be used for preparation of new strategies,
action plans and their implementation (especially for the Post 2020
processes)

« Communicationfor nature and biodiversity protection is crucial
(could be similarto the work of NGOs just useof other language

Suggestiongor MSs

- Prepare similar meetings, conferences, workshops
- What are the risks?

- Potential questions from audit

- Audit methods (help from the side of nature protection authorities)
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| Links to other policies — concrete example

 Mainstreaming of biodiversity to agriculture and forestry
» Useof the subsidiesfrom the EUCommonAgricultural Policy(CAP)X how they are used

and if trlley have positive/ negativeimpactson nature, biodiversity and landscape in
genera

Suggestion$or MSs

Common work of the MoE and MoA and their relevant organisations
How can the impacts be mapped and monitored better?

Usually only the subsidies are used, if they do not fulfil some criteria, but not, what is
their real impact on nature, biodiversity and landscape

Potential questions from audit for both ministries (usually audits are running only at the
MoA, but the results are important for both ministries)

Audit methods (help also from the side of nature protection authorities, not only from the
side of agriculture sector)

Help to the better implementation and enforcement of all relevant strategies, policies,
legislation, etc.
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