
Sustainable development and 
environmental protection

Audits of the State Audit Office of Hungary between 2011-2019 in the fields of 
climate change, sustainable development and environmental protection



Why are climate change related audits
important?

Clima change challenges possibility of increasing competitiveness

SAO Analysis 2019

Successful countries = they are able to counterbalance the negative effects of climate 
change

Competitive National Economies = Developing and Applying Greenhouse Gas Emission 
Reduction Technologies and Techniques

Focus of SAO audits and analyzes:

- sustainable development

- climate protection

- environmental protection



Themes of SAO’s audits



2011. Audit of water protection and water 
management 1.

Reason for audit:

„Water is not a commercial product like any other 
but, rather, a heritage which must be protected, 
defended and treated as such.” (EU Water
Framework Directive)

Hungary has peculiar water balance.

Surface and groundwater may be endangered by 
natural or human intervention



2011. Auditof water protection and water 
management 2.

Audit focus:

2004-2011.

- national and sectoral strategies and 
programs;

- development of legal, organizational, 
financial and monitoring 
conditionality for water protection



2011. Auditing the impact of measures for
combating air pollution and climate change 1.

Reason for audit:

Reducing air pollutants and climate change are 
both global and Hungarian issues.

Audited risk areas:

- Energy producing

- Transport sector, 

- measures for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.



2011. Auditing the impact of measures for
combating air pollution and climate change 2.

Audit focus:

- national and sectoral strategies 
and programs;

- planning of domestic and EU 
resources, supporting projects;

- measures for reducing and 
monitoring greenhouse gas 
emissions;

- the system of governmental and 
municipal instruments.



2016 Audit of carbon-dioxide quota 
management 1.

Reasons for audit:

Climate change is a problem that affects 
everyone.

The objective of carbon-dioxide quota 
management is to reduce the total amount 
of greenhouse gas emissions that affect 
climate change.

In 2014 and 2015, the carbon-dioxide trading 
system changed.



2016 Audit of carbon-dioxide quota 
management 2.

Audit focus:

1 January 2013 – 30 September 2015 

Development of rules for emission 
trading, regularity of management.

Audit utilisation:

- raising public awareness of the 
importance of climate change

- Supporting the modernization of the 
climate protection support system.



2018. Auditing the measures for air quality
protection 1.

Reason for audit:

It is a significant health risk factor.

Significant role of the state:

State regulation,

- Targeted grants.

State involvement is important:

- because of the complexity of the area,

- Profit-oriented pollutants are less 
interested in mitigating negative impacts.



2018. Auditing the measures for air quality
protection 2.

Audit focus:

- whether the measures were effective and 
efficient,

- policies, regulatory and institutional frameworks 
were appropriate, 

- the measures have been properly implemented,

- information on air quality was available



2017. Auditing the protection against ragweed 1.

Reason for audit:

Ragweed

- causes reduced yields , 

- health problems

- generates significant health 
care expenses,

- Allergy affects millions of 
people every year.



2017. Auditing the protection against ragweed 1.

Audit focus:

2013-2015.

- Whether the system of protection against
ragweed was working properly, 

- whether the measures taken were 
facilitating the achievement of 
objectives.

- Audit utilization:

The audit highlighted the weaknesses / 
strengths of the ragweed protection
system.



2018. Audit of public building energy
efficiency 1.

Reason for audit:

Operation of buildings account for 40% of total 
energy consumption of the European Union.

EU objectives: 

- reducing the energy consumption of buildings,

- increasing the share of energy from 
renewable sources.

The role of public institutions is decisive in 
Hungary's objectives

Exemplary role of the public sector. 



2018. Audit of public building energy
efficiency 2.

Audit focus:

- whether the policy framework 
has been established;

- whether (adequate) financial 
resources are available;

- whether the monitoring 
system is established and 
functioning

An international parallel audit 
was conducted



2019. Sustainability and competitiveness in the 
context of adaptation to climate change 1.

Reason for analysis:

In October 2018, Parliament adopted the 
Second National Climate Change 
Strategy.

It defines aspect of analysis:

how climate protection resources could 
be:

- expediently,

- efficiently,

- effectively used.



2019. Sustainability and competitiveness in the context of 
adaptation to climate change 2.

Focus of analysis:

The biggest challenge - combining 
climate protection with 
competitiveness.

The condition for effective
implementation of climate
protection programs:

- Setting quantitative targets, 

- measuring the results achieved,

- independent monitoring system.



Summary

Climate protection is a 
diverse area.

Role of the Supreme Audit 
Office:

- Audit of domestic
requirements

- Providing counsel and 
analysis.



Thank you for your attention!

For more information please visit:

https://asz.hu/en

https://www.aszhirportal.hu/en


