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The purpose of environmental

monitoring

Environmental Monitoring Act § 3 (2):

National environmental monitoring data 

constitutes the basis for the compilation of action, 

development and management plans and the 

drafting of legislations, and the assessment of the 

impact thereof.



The aim of the National Forestry Plan 2030 is

to obtain a balanced agreement for

sustainable forest management



Lots of monitoring information has

been collected over 25 years



We asked some „simple“ questions

Provide an overview of the main components that

are monitored and are directly related to the status of 

forest ecosystems. Describe the long term trends of 

these components and explain the reasons behind

the trends. 

Based on existing information, assess the impact of 

forest management on forest ecosystems. In case

such assessment is not possible, explain the main gaps

in the monitoring system. 



We received unclear answers

 List of possible indicators for assessing the status of forest ecosystems

 Trends of some of the indicators listed as relevant for assessing the status of 

forest ecosystems;

 In some cases it is not possible to show trends, as the monitoring has not been

consistent (e.g. Different species monitored in different years, changes in 

methodology etc)

 There is no information on the reasons behind the trends, as the monitoring

covers only the numbers of species, but no analysis of the reasons. Data is

not sufficient for performing cross-check analysis.

 Ultimately it is not possible to assess the status of forest ecosystems, as the

data is mainly collected in protected areas and of protected species, but

forest is managed mostly outside protected areas. Lack of data on species

that are not protected, but would show the status of the ecosystem.



Our conclusions
 State environmental monitoring data

does not provide sufficient nor

adequate information for performing a 

strategic environmental assessment of 

the national forestry plan. 

 The information does not allow

counterbalancing between the

economic interest of forest

management and the ecological

interest of preserving forest ecosystems.


